FREEDOM OF THE DISTRICTS 


N the Wednesday afternoon of Institution Week the 

members of the other national gas organizations denied 

themselves the pleasure of participation in the Institution 
visits in order to transact at Gas Industry House the annual 
business of the British Commercial Gas Association, the 
National Gas Council, and the British Gas Council, in 
addition to which there was the annual meeting of the Federa- 
tion of Gas Employers. A year ago we reported what we 
then referred to as, in effect, the winding-up meeting of the 
National Gas Council, but we did not at that time anticipate 
that twelve months later the combined executives of the 
B.C.G.A. and the National Gas Council, which have met for 
18 months as the British Gas Council, would still have no 
legal constitution. Because the British Gas Council has no 
constitutional existence—although it has done quite a lot of 
very useful work—those who assembled had to go through 
the apparently absurd process of holding three meetings, elect- 
ing two Presidents, neither of whom—again apart from the 
estimable work they do in other directions for the Industry 
—is likely to be more than a nominal figure-head, and accept 
the report three times, first as the 33rd of the B.C.G.A., then 
as the 28th of the National Gas Council, and finally as the 
first of the B.G.C. Steps have, in fact, now been taken to 
incorporate the Council as a company limited by guarantee, 
if possible with permission to omit the word “ limited ” from 
its title. The proposed Memorandum and Articles of Asso- 
ciation afford a constitution and proyide for subscriptions 
similar to those of the parent bodies and enable regulations 
to be made for the detailed organization of the Council and 
its Districts. 

So far as the general activities uf the Council in its first 
‘year were concerned, the report was welcomed as an admir- 
able factual record, and it was only on the question of 
nationalization that any difference of opinion arose. Criticism 
was directed to two aspects, first that the Council had 
taken a futile step in making the prosperity drive an excuse 
for asking the Government to forget all about nationalization 
for a couple of years, and secondly that adoption of the 
report would incur the misleading implication that the In- 
dustry accepts, lock, stock, and barrel, the prospect of being 
taken over by the State. There is sound reasoning in the 
argument that, whether nationalization is good or bad, the 
prolongation of the period of suspense is in itself undesirable. 
Probably those who favour two years’ postponement cherish 
the hope that if nationalization can be deferred it can be 
defeated, but if, as Mr. Shinwell indicated in his speech at 
the Institution President’s luncheon, the Government has 
made up its mind to take over the Industry, the case for 
postponement is very much weakened. 

On the political issues of nationalization Commander 
Hyde C. Burton was characteristically outspoken. 
pulled up more than once for digressing into politics, but in 
matters affecting the future of the Gas Industry economics 
and politics are so intermingled that he found it impossible 
to deal with the one without bringing in the other, and he 
was particularly anxious that the meeting should not do any- 
thing to prevent the unfettered expression of opinion in the 
districts. On that point he had abundant assurance from Mr. 
A. E. Sylvester that nothing that was done that day would pre- 
vent the proper consideration by the Council of the views ex- 
pressed by all the Districts. The districts could entirely 
reverse what was said in the report if they wished to do so. 


98th YEAR 


He was © 


GAS JOURNAL, JUNE 19, 1946 


VOL. 247 


No. 4335 


To what extent the Districts can influence Government 
attitude remains to be seen. The composition of the Council 
itself is very largely based on district representation and the 
members may therefore be presumed to know broadly what 
the Districts feel and to have acted accordingly in the national 
assemblies. Perfectly free discussion is, however, all to the 
good. From paragraphs now reaching us from our pro- 
vincial correspondents it is evident that local authorities 
owning gas undertakings are studying the matter and in- 
structing their delegates how to vote when the District meet- 
ings are held. They are by no means all on one side of the 
fence. 


GAS IN THE U.S.A. 


NALYSIS of the figures issued by the Statistical 

Bureau of the American Gas Association covering the 

year 1944 with comparisons over the previous five, ten, 
and sixteen years reveals some interesting facts. Of a total 
estimated population of 894 million about 48 million were 
served with manufactured gas and 41 million with natural 
gas in 1944. The numbers of consumers were about 104 
million taking manufactured gas, of whom 10 million were 
residential, and 94 million, of whom 84 million were residen- 
tial, taking natural gas. The ratio of population to con- 
sumers was, therefore, 4.5 gross and 4.8 if only residential 
customers are considered. The corresponding figure for the 
most highly developed urban districts in this country is 
about 3.3. 

Of the total manufactured gas 63% was taken by residential 
consumers but only 26% of the natural gas went to house- 
holders. The quantity of manufactured gas sold per con- 
sumer was 45,360 cu.ft. The average domestic consumer 
took 29;820 cu.ft., but when gas was used for house-heating 
this figure went up to 209,380 cu.ft. Sales of natural gas 
per consumer were much higher; 232,670 on the over-all 
average and 65,110 to the average domestic consumer. 
Growth in sales of manufactured gas has been 4.6% per 
annum in the past decade and 6.9% during the five war 
years. Growth in sales for house-heating, however, has 
averaged 10.8% per annum in the decade and 9.5% in the 
war years in spite of severe restriction of new installations. 

But the greatest difference between gas in the U.S.A. and 
gas in Britain lies in its nature and origin. Apart from 
direct supplies of natural gas, 182,296 millions was purchased 
in 1944 by manufacturing undertakings who themselves pro- 
duced 326,724 millions, but of this only 4.7% was retort 
gas ; 67.6% was water gas, 19.5% coke oven gas, and 2.7% 
oil gas. The quantity of oil used, 730 million gallons for 
carburetted water gas and 83 millions for the production of 
oil gas, is very great indeed when compared with our total 
of 33 million gallons in 1938. 

Wartime developments in the Gas Industry followed lines 
not dissimilar to those in this country. When the Lend-lease 
Law became effective in 1941 a system of priorities and 
limitations in the purchase and use of materials came into 
force and contracts in the Gas Industry rose in priority in 
1942. As the war impetus mounted, emphasis changed from 
new business and appliances to fuel conservation. Gas com- 
panies put much effort into publicising the best ways of 
cooking food to obtain the maximum nutritional value from 
them with the minimum destruction of vitamins. Labour 
conditions, too, are not unlike those here. Men who had 
left the Industry began to return in 1945, but the standard 
of skilled labour is still definitely low and relations between 
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employed and employers are not too good though wages 
rates are higher. Refractories, and particularly iron cast- 
ings, are slow in deliveries, the latter because of the shortage 
of men in the foundries. 


Post-war planning on its technical side is following, in the 
Manufactured Gas Section, pretty much the same lines as 
in Britain, with kitchen planning as the dominant note, 
though house-heating is more to the fore in the U.S.A. For 
the rest, our American colleagues are just as interested as 
we are in the possibilities of total gasification, methane 
synthesis, and, perhaps more immediately, in the design of 


plant capable of being operated with the minimum of 
arduous labour. 


A great deal of money is being spent and proposed to be 
spent on investigation of the possibilities of the various 
markets and in publicity designed to promote the use of gas 
in every possible field, as well as in the design of appliances 
to meet ever new requirements. Something like £30,000 is 
to be spent on utilization and general technical research ; 
the budget for advertising for 1945-46 is about £170,000 
including £144,000 for domestic gas. Media for the latter 
are to cover 20 journals with a total circulation of nearly 
44 million copies. The preparation of the advertising matter 
is entrusted to a Promotional Bureau at A.G.A. Head- 
quarters with “ general responsibility of approving and co- 
ordinating all promotional activities of the Association,” and 
£40,000 annually is made available for the purpose. 


Obituary 
W. D. Rowe 


The death occurred on June 12, after a long illness, of Mr. 
WILLIAM Daw Rowe, who, until the outbreak of war in 1939, was 
General Manager of the British Commercial Gas Association. 
Mr. Rowe, who was 58, was ‘born at Birkenhead and commenced 
his career as a permanent Civil Servant in the India Office, but 
the 1914-18 war found him first in the Queen’s Westminster Rifles 
and later commissioned to the Wiltshire Regiment. He saw service 
in Gallipoli, where he was wounded, and later on the Western 
Front, where he was awarded the Military Cross and Bar. After 
the Armistice he became a Staff Captain at the War Office where 
he was engaged on the operation of the “Geddes Axe.” The 
termination of his military service saw his first incursion into 
journalism under Mr. Holbrook Jackson, of the National Trade 
Press, and later as assistant to Mr. William Will, of Allied News- 
papers at Grays Inn Road, whence he was appointed Joint General 
Manager at Withy Grove, Manchester. 

In 1934 Mr. Rowe took up the appointment of General Manager 
with the British Commercial Gas Association, where he remained 
until the outbreak of the second World War, when his services 
were loaned by the B.C.G.A. for special duties at the Home Office. 
While with B.C.G.A. he was largely responsible for the co- 
ordination of gas sales and publicity schemes all over the country, 
in the promotion of which he travelled to many centres to deliver 
lectures and to attend various trade conferences. It was he who 
inspired the idea of the now famous “ Mr. Therm.” He was an 
energetic and resourceful member of the Council of the Adver- 
tising Association to which he was appointed in 1936. 

In his early years he acted as London correspondent and 
dramatic critic for a number of provincial journals. His interests 
outside his work were golf and the theatre. He had made a 
remarkable collection of theatre programmes covering a period 
of about 35 years. “Bill” Rowe had a happy and friendly 
personality and an irresistible charm which gained him a large 
circle of friends. 

* * 


Mr. W. F. BLaGcc, Manager of the Nautilus Company Works 
Department, who retired on May 31, 1941, died on May 27 last. 


* * * 


The death has occurred at Barnsley of Mr. R. E. HARRISON, 
Secretary and Manager of the Worsborough Dale and Wors- 
borough Gas Light and Coke Company for 46 years. He was 78 
years of age. 

* * 


The death has occurred at Mickleton, Barnard Castle, of Mr. 
WILLIAM J. WuytTe, Manager of Seaham Gas Company until 
his retirement in 1937. Mr. Whyte had 37 years’ service in the 


Company, succeeding his father, who had been Manager 47 
years. 
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Personal 


W. G. Adam 


Mr. W. G. ApaM, Superintendent of the Gas Light and Coke 
Company’s Products Works at Beckton, is retiring after 36 years’ 
service. He will, however, be engaged 
in consulting work for the Company, so 
that his wide knowledge will not be 
lost to the Industry. Mr. Adam was 
educated at Elgin Academy and 
Dulwich College, and obtained an open 
Exhibition in Chemistry, Physics and 
Mathematics to Christ Church in 1905, 
He left Oxford in 1909 with an Honours 
Degree in Chemistry. After a short 
period with Messrs. Brotherton, at 
Leeds, he joined the Gas Light and 
Coke Company in October, 1910, as a 
Research Chemist. His abilities were 
quickly recognized and in 1915 he was 
made Superintendent of the Products 
Works. There have been only two 
Superintendents at the Products Works 
since they were built in 1879. 

Mr. Adam had the responsibility of 
bringing up to modern requirements the 
plant at the works in the face of con- 
stantly changing markets, due in some measure to the effects of two 
major wars. The large steam requirements were completely re- 
modelled under his supervision. The use of steam for process work 
after it had passed through turbine driving electric generators, for 
example, resulted in a big overall economy at the works. He 
also introduced the latest types of tar distillation plant, sulphate 
of ammonia plant, carbolic and naphthalene plants, contact acid 
plant, while the latest work on which he was engaged was the 
design and installation of the dephenolating plant, the largest in 
Europe, to deal with the effluent passing into the Thames. This 
plant was of great national importance, especially during the 
war, because it was more than self-supporting by its production of 
phenol and cresol for the plastics industry. He was also respon- 
sible for one of the most modern and the largest of the benzole 
refining plants in the country, and his work on the use of tar 
products for road-making gave him a world-wide reputation. Mr. 
Adam has been a member of many national committees and 
organizations concerned with the development of the by-products 
industries. Among a long list of activities, mention may be made 
of his period as Chairman of the Benzole Research Committee of 
the National Benzole Association, and his service as a member 
of the Chemical Research Board and of the Road Research Board 
of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. For his 


ag oe in Civil Defence he was awarded the George Medal 
in 1 , 





Mr. W. G. Adam 


* * * 


Mr. JoHN F. Smitn, Assistant Gas Manager at Darwen since 
last September, has been appointed President Engineer at Leyland 
works of the United Kingdom Gas Company. A native of 
Burnley, where he started in the Corporation gas-works, Mr. Smith 
went to Darwen from Evesham. 

* * * 


Mr. T. F. Torrey has been transferred from the Bournemouth 
branch of Benham & Sons, Ltd., to the Head Office in London, 
where he will be available for handling requirements for catering 
equipment from gas undertakings in London and the Home 
Counties. He will deal with problems arising in lay-out of 
kitchens and ancillary equipment. 

* * * 


The Birthday Honours announced on June 13 included the 
elevation to Knighthood of Mr. GrorGE Evetts, lately Gas 
Adviser to the Ministry of Fuel and Power. Director of several 
gas companies and Consulting Engineer to many others, Mr. 
Evetts has spent a lifetime in the Gas Industry, and has been 
engaged by companies and local authorities from time to time 
in connexion with constructional, administrative, and Parlia- 
mentary matters, Among recipients of the C.B.E. are Mr. W. A. 
Damon, Chief Inspector of Alkali Works, Ministry of Health; 
Mr. S. C. Leste, lately Principal Assistant Secretary, Home 
Office; Mr. L. G. Lowry, Principal Assistant Secretary, Ministry 
of Fuel and Power; Dr. A. PARKER, Director of Fuel Research; 
and Mr. R. N. Garrop-THomas, Sulphuric Acid Controller, 
Board of Trade. Viscount MERSEY, a Director of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company, becomes a member of the Privy Council. 





MANUAL OF GAS FITTING 


Walter King, Ltd,, regret delays in delivery due to 
slowness in binding. It is hoped to complete dispatch 
within ten days. 
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Coventry’s Record Net Profit 


A net profit of £7,538 for the year ended Mar. 31 was a record 
in the history of the Coventry Gas Department. This was achieved 
despite the fact that an extra £40,000 was required for coal, a 
further £15,000 in respect of wage and long service awards, plus 
the steady increase over the last twelve months in the cost of 
materials and the usual consumable stores. 

Mr. J. E. Wakeford, Engineer and Manager, states in his annual 
report that total gas sales at 3,475,183,000 cu.ft. showed a decrease 
of 2.62%, due entirely to the decreased demand for gas for indus- 
trial purposes. Unaccounted-for gas was 4.46%, compared with 
5.67% for the previous year. The figure is really below normal 
and compares favourably with the average throughout the country. 
Total expenditure on revenue account increased by £79,490. Net 
receipts from gas sales (after deducting expenses of public light- 
ing), amounting to £766,935, showed a decrease of £27,006. Indus- 
trial sales decreased by £52,323, but there was an increase by 
prepayment consumers amounting to £27,279. Residuals at 
£294,771 showed an increase of £57,648. Increased revenue from 
crude benzole was due to increased production, the total being 
468,440 gal., against 246,430 gal. in the previous year. The balance 
carried forward is £41,790, an increase of £10,247 over the amount 
brought forward. 

Coal supplies,-states Mr. Wakeford, were a great cause for 
anxiety. In February available stocks were as low as 3,000 tons, 
a quantity equal to four and a half days’ carbonization. Dealing 
with future prospects, the report anticipates a drop of £60,000 in 
revenue from industrial users as the result of price reductions, and 
increases in expenditure on wages, long service bonus and coal, 
totalling £29,400. 

Many fresh loads in the industrial and domestic fields should 
be encouraged, and one which should receive immediate attention 
is the central heating and overhead space heating load. If this 
business is to be encouraged a special rate for gas at a low margin 
of profit will be necessary. An additional £5,000 has been allotted 
to the provision for works renewals, making £15,000 in all. 
Despite this addition the net cost of gas into holder is almost 
identical with the previous year’s figures and the average price per 
therm received for gas is just slightly less than in 1944-45. 

Referring to staff and workmen, Mr. Wakeford says in his 
report : “ Three senior members of the staff have resigned during 
the last six months to take up duties with private company gas 
undertakings. In two of the cases the appointments were identical 
with those which they held at Coventrv. but they have gone to 
considerably smaller undertakings at enhanced remuneration. I 
find it difficult to reconcile myself to the fact that as a local 
government undertaking we are apparently unable to give as full 
tecognition for ability and responsibility as the private under- 
takings are prepared to do. Further, I am convinced that an 
undertaking such as this cannot afford to have anything other 
than the best so far as brains and technical skill are concerned.” 
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Cape Town Gas Company 


The net balance of revenue shown in the accounts of the Cape 
Town and District Gas Light and Coke Company for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1945, amounts to £21,499. At the annual meeting 
in London on June 14 an Ordinary dividend of 24%, less tax, 
was declared, leaving a balance to be carried forward of £5,199. 

Sir George L. Barstow, Chairman, in his statement issued with 
the report and accounts. said the demand for gas continued to 
increase, and sales were 5.79% higher than in 1944. Profit was 
lower by £3,488, largely owing to rises in wages and costs and 
to a heavy programme to overtake arrears of maintenance and 
equipment which had arisen owing to war conditions. Resetting 
of retorts could not be started before the beginning of this year 
owing to circumstances over which the Company had no control. 
Delay in the supply of materials and shortage of labour had 
slowed down progress, but all possible steps had been taken to 
expedite the work, and it was hoped that it would be completed 
by the end of the present year. 

Owing to ill-health, Mr. H. N. Port, Engineer and General 
Manager, has retired. Mr. T. H. Cotton has been appointed 
Commercial Manager and Mr. David E. Terrace Chief Engineer. 


Diary 
June 21.—Waverley Association of Gas Managers: Edinburgh, 
10.30 a.m. 
June 22.—Manchester and District Junior Gas Association: Ladies’ 
Day. Morning, visit to Lancaster; afternoon, visit 
to Morecambe. 
June 24.—Gas Companies’ Protection Association: General Meet- 
ing, Alliance Hall, Caxton Street, S.W.1, 3 p.m. 
June 26.—Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers’ 
Summer Meeting at Maidstone. 
June 29.—Western Junior Gas Association: Summer Meeting, 
Torquay; Buffet Luncheon, Hollacombe Works, 
1 p.m. Inspection of Works, 1.45 p.m. Motor 
Coach tour over Dartmoor, 2.30 p.m. 

3.—Domestic Development Committee: Technical Sub- 
Committee, 10 a.m. Joint Consultative Committee, 
2.30 p.m., Gas Industry House. 

July 5.—Manchester District Association of Gas Engineers: 
President’s Day: Visit to Bradford. 

July 9.—British Gas Council: Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 

July 9.—National Federation of Gas Coke Associations : General 
Committee Meeting, 10 a.m., Gas Industry House. 

July 17.—Midland Association of Gas Engineers and Managers: 
President’s Day: Visit to Worcester. 

July 16.—British Standards Institution Annual General Meeting, 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, 
S.W.1. 3.30 p.m. Lord Woolton in the Chair. 


July 


Gas Employees in the Victory Parade 
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A group of the representatives of the Gas Industry, led by Mr. R. N. LeFevre, who took part in the London Victory Parade on June 8. 
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Gas Companies’ Protection 
Association 


The Heyworth Report and the prospect of the nationalization of 
the Gas Industry are referred to in the report of the Committee 
of the Gas Companies’ Protection Association for the year ended 
Mar. 31. After reviewing the main recommendations of the 
Heyworth Committee, the report says: The necessity of larger 
units has been realized and urged by the Gas Industry for some 
os past, and suggestions to that end were contained in the 

emorandum of Evidence submitted to the Heyworth Committee 
by the Association. The Association would not, however, accept 
the contention that the end could not be attained by voluntary 
process, nor would it agree that the regions proposed by the Com- 
mittee are necessarily the best suited, in number or size, to effect 
the desired measure of integregation. 

On the question of nationalization, the report, signed by Mr. 
F. G. Brewer, Chairman of the Committee, states : It is recognized 
that, if the Government is determined to implement that policy, it 
has the necessary majority to do so; and they feel that members, 
with traditional regard for the interests of consumers, would in 
that event wish to make the transition as smooth as possible. But 
your Committee believe that they are expressing the views of all 
members ,when they declare their conviction that the interests of 
consumers, especially at the present time, will not best be served 
by the transfer of the Industry to national ownership. In these 
circumstances your Committee support the request sent to the 
Government by the British Gas Council, on which the Associa- 
tion is represented, that any proposed nationalization plans should 
be postponed at least for the dangerous périod which, Ministers 
have declared, faces the country in its economic life during the 
next two or three years. The Committee will continue to give the 
closest attention to this matter, and will welcome the views of 
members on it. 


War Damage 


Following are further extracts from the report :— 

Although legislation to deal with war damage suffered by public 

utility undertakings has not yet been introduced, there are 
grounds for hoping that the matter may not be much longer 
deferred. Undertakings have recently been asked to submit to 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power estimates of the damage sustained 
by them in order that the global amount to be. payable to the 
Gas Industry as a group may be determined. A Sub-Committee of 
the British Gas Council is now in consultation with that Depart- 
ment and the Treasury on details of the elements which would be 
admissible in the claims. 
_ The supply of coal continues to be a matter of grave anxiety to 
undertakings, many of whom have surmounted the past winter 
only with the greatest difficulty. Both quantity and quality leave 
much to be desired. Through the valuable work done by the 
Conjoint Conference of Public Utility Undertakings in bringing 
the difficulties and needs of public utilities before the Minister, 
deliveries have been improved, but stocks at present are excep- 
tionally low and the prospects for the coming winter cannot be 
other than serious. It is clear that restrictions on the supply of 
coal for household use, combined with householders’ inclination in 
these circumstances to harbour their stocks as long as possible, 
have put and are putting heavy demands on the Gas Industry. 


Purchase Tax 


The representations made by the Conjoint Conference and by 
the gas and electricity interests, with the help of other bodies 
affected, met with success, and in the Interim Budget introduced by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in October last the purchase tax 
on gas and electricity appliances was withdrawn. 

Matters on which individual members have been advised during 
the period under review include : Public lighting contracts proposed 
but not implemented by reason of the war; easements for mains 
laid across privately-owned canals; new scheme for sick-pay and 
allowances for personnel of gas undertakings; service contracts 
and compensation for loss of office ; various points of income tax 
law and practice. 

Mr. F. G. Symon (Reading) and Mr. A. G. Williams (Wolver- 
hampton) accepted invitations to join the Committee. Mr. J. 
Wesley Whimster, having retired from the General Managership 
of the Bath Gas Company, _ resigned from the Committee and 
his place has been taken by his successor at Bath, Mr. C. Bateman. 

Commander Hyde C. Burton, R.N., F.C.A., who has been Hon. 
Auditor to the Association for many years, has notified the Com- 
mittee that, in view of the many other demands on his time, he 
will not be able to continue the auditorship, but he has intimated 
that his brother, Mr. G. Murray Burton, F.C.A., would be willing 
so to act. 





A Tender for £50,350 for the supply and erection at Clifton 
Road gas-works of a new set of purifiers has been accepted by 
the Blackpool Corporation. A tender of £5,580 for construction 
of foundations has also been accepted. 
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British Gas Council Members 


As the result of the elections at the annual meetings of the 
British Commercial Gas Association and the National Gas Council 
on June 5, the members of the British Gas Council (i.e., the Execu- 
tive Committee of the B.C.G.A. and the Central Executive Board 
of the N.G.C.) for 1946-47, are as follows :— 


B.C.G.A. Executive Committee. 


President : Councillor S. J. Perry. Immediate Past President: A. M. Paddon. 
Past Presidents : Ald. W. P. Jackson, J.P., Ald. Sir John Daw, J.P., Frank H. Jones, 
Geoffrey H. Kitson, W. Muter, J.P., Col. Sir Henry K. Stephenson, Bt., H. Staniey 
Taylor, Henry Woodall. First Vice-President : Col. C. M. Croft, D.L., J.P. Vice- 
Chairmen : Col. F. J. Bywater, M.C., David Fulton. Hon. Treasurer : T. Brown. 

London.—W. A. Bishop, T. Brown, Col. F. J. Bywater, C. M. Croft, L. H. 
Hardern, E. H, Harman, A. B. Seton, H. C. Smith, A. E. Sylvester, B. Wood. 

Southern.—T. C. Battersby, W. H. Bennett, P. E. Browne, W. K. Tate, P. G. G. 
Moon, F. G. Symon, S. E. Whitehead. . 

South-Western.—C. Bateman, Col. R. L. Norrington, N. S. Smith, R. C. Taylor. 

South Wales.—R. J. Auckland, E. M. Edwards. : 

Midland.—A. B. Britton, R. M. Wilkinson, A. W. Lee, J. Mitchell, W. L. S. 
Spinks, J. E. Stanier, J. E. Wakeford, A. G. Williams. 

Eastern.—J. Hunter Rioch, R. A. Weston. f 

Yorkshire.-—G. E. Currier, R. Halkett, C. S. Shapley, H. Singleton. — ; 

Northern.—J. F. Jackson, A. L. Higham, J. W. Pallister, F. L. Scaife, C. C. 
Walmsley, J. E. White. . . 

North-Western.—A. Henshall, J. Grayston, T. R. Cook, R. L. Greaves, F. 
Greenhalgh, S. Hopkinson, C. Leach, D. V. Lewis, T. Reynolds. ; 

Scotland.—Councillor E. Douglas, David Fulton, J. Jamieson, H. S. Milne. 

Ireland.—J. L. Hyslop, H. W. Saville. at ar 

S.B.G.I.—H. E. Bennet, E. West, C. G. Davis (ex officio). _ 

Co-opted Member.—Acting Secretary of Women’s Gas Council. 


National Gas Council—Central Executive Board. 


Vice-Chairmen: F. H. Jones, Major Geoffrey H. Kitson. Hon. Treasurer: 
oe a Kay, J.P. Trustees : Ald. Sir John E. Daw, J.P., Col. C. M. Croft, 
ViLay Jobe 


Eastern.—B. Clarke, J.P., Lt.-Col. J. Kennington, D.S.O., M.C., J.P., J. Hunter 
Rioch, G. Wright. 

Irish.—Major George Anderson, Jas. Hyslop. ; 

London.—F. H. Jones, D. V. O’Meara, Col. H. C. Smith, C.B.E., D.L., J.P., 
A. E. Sylvester. 

Manchester.—A. Henshall; C. H. Leach, R. J. Restall, T. Reynolds. 

Midland.—C., M. D. Belton, F. C. Briggs, A. W. Lee, K. L. Pearce. 

Northern.—J. R. Bradshaw, J.P., E. Crowther, R. H. Duxbury, C. C. Walmsley. 

Scottish.—D. D. Burns, D. Fulton, T. W. Harper, J. Jamieson. i 

Southern.—C. H. Chester, O.B.E., W. A. Howie, A. Valon, S. E, Whitehead, J.P. 

South Wales.—E. Ablett, R. J. Auckland, Wm. Clark Jackson, J. Prosser Jones. 

South-Western.—W. J. Baker, F. Blackburn, J. Carr, M.B.E., M.C., R. C. 
Taylor, M.B.E. 

Yorkshire (W.R.).—H. E. Bloor, N. Hudson, A. L. Jennings, C. S. Shapley. 

Representing the British Commercial Gas Association.—T. Brown, R. Halkett, 
Councillor S. J. Perry. ; a 

Gas Companies’ Protection Association.—F. G. Brewer, A. J. Mumford, Wm. 
Phillips, F, A. Ricketts. _ 

Institution of Gas Engineers.—Col. C. M. Croft, D.L., J.P., Dr. E. V. Evans, 

.B.E., G. C. Pearson, O.B.E., J. Terrace. 

Co-opted.—Lt.-Col. F. J. Bywater, M.C., Col. W. Moncrieff Carr, O.B.E., T.D., 
G. Evetts, O.B.E. 


Kent Coalfields Exceed Target 


Mr. E. Shinwell, Minister of Fuel and Power, has asked Mr. G. 
le B. Diamond, Controller of the South Eastern Region, to convey 
to all parties concerned his appreciation and thanks for a most 
encouraging and outstanding effort on the part of the Kent coalfield 
which, since Jan. | this year, has beaten its output target in 11 
weeks out of 20. 

In the last week of May each pit passed its individual output 
target by a substantial margin, the total figure being by 4,400 tons 
in excess of the 30,000 tons mark. This total production was the 
highest for any normal working week since June, 1940. 


It is suggested that the Kent miners’ recent praiseworthy effort 
affords a good opportunity to give them some of the credit due 
to them for the excellent work carried out under close range of 
the Channel guns, and while the Battle of Britain was being fought 
over their heads. 


The part played by the Kent miners during the war years, both 
in the production and Civil Defence fields, could not be told at 
the time for security reasons. 


Coventry Reduces Gas Prices 


As a matter of vital interest to many consumers coming within 
the Gas Undertakings’ area of supply, the Gas Committee of the 
Coventry City Council has adopted a price reduction to all non- 
domestic consumers of 2.3d. per therm to operate as from April | 
last. The Gas Committee is anxious that gas should be made 
available to industry at the lowest possible price so that the advan- 
tages of ease and control, speed, and cleanliness, may ‘be enjoyed 
in business and industrial concerns throughout the City and out- 
districts. 

A further concession which will become operative as from 
Oct. 1 next is a special rate for gas for central heating purposes. 
This new rate will apply to both domestic and non-domestic con- 
sumers irrespective of consumption, providing such is separately 
metered and used only for the purpose of central heating. This 
new net price is 7.125d. per therm, which is 5d. per therm below 
the present basic rate for gas. 
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London Juniors Visit Bournemouth 


Mr. L. W. Andrew’s year as President of the London and 
Southern District Junior Gas Association came to a very happy 
conclusion on June 15 with a “ Ladies’ Day ” visit to Bournemouth, 
where some 140 members and ladies were the guests of the 
Bournemouth Gas and Water Company. Most of them travelled 
by train from Waterloo and were joined by the rest of the party 
at Bournemouth Central Station, where they were welcomed by 
Mr. J. T. Haynes, Engineer and General Manager, before proceed- 
ing on a coach tour via some of the beauty spots to the Bourne 
Valley Works, the original works of the Company constructed in 
1864. Most of the original buildings are still in use, although 
the works is now only a distribution centre. The building which 
housed the original Woodall-Duckham retort was destroyed by 
enemy action during the war, and a five million cu.ft. spiral holder 
partly covers the site of the original water reservoir. 

The old retort house has been converted into a fully equipped 
repair shop for the distribution department, complete with foundry, 
machine shop, smithy, welders shop, joiners shop, cooker repair 
shop, meter shop and testing station; also a repair and testing 
shop for gas fires, water heaters and all appliances. Other build- 
ings are used for stores and offices. 

The party proceeded via Sandbanks to the Bourne Hall Hotel for 
luncheon, at which Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Woopa Lt presided and, 
on behalf of his fellow Directors, extended a hearty welcome to 
the Association. He recalled that it was 40 years since he was 
President of the old Southern Association and was engaged with 
Sir Arthur Duckham in their early experiments on vertical retorts. 
Nowadays they were almost frightened by the resources of nature 
which science was placing at their disposal, and it was up to those 
who held important positions to harness those resources to do 
useful work and to prevent their use for destructive purposes. 
The Bournemouth Gas and Water Company had always striven to 
do things a little better than other people, and had been fortunate 
in the voung people it had attracted to its service and in the 
distinguished engineers who had managed its operations. 

The PRESIDENT, in acknowledging the welcome, said it was 15 
years since the Association last visited Bournemouth, and they 
greatly appreciated the opportunity of this further visit. In 
thanking Mr. Haynes for the excellent arrangements he had made, 
he paid tribute to the valuable contribution which he had made 
to the discussion on education and training on the occasion of 
the Association’s first Convention. 

Mr. G. G. Warne (Portsmouth), President-Elect, proposed the 
toast of the Bournemouth Gas and Water Company, mentioning 
especially the part the Company had taken in promoting the 
first intensive courses for ex-service gas engineers. 


Two Thousand 


An interesting celebration took place recently on the sports 
ground at Cannon Iron Foundries, when employees with 50 
years’ service, together with pensioners with at least half a century 
to their credit, responded to the invitation of the Directors. 

Presentations were made by the Chairman and Joint Managing 
Director, Mr. A. F. Oatley, to employees who have just completed 
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Mr. J. T. HayNEs, responding, said he would like to bring them 
greetings from the Manchester Junior Gas Association, of which he 
had been a member for many years, and Mr. H. H. Brown, of 
Exeter, had brought greetings from the Western Juniors. The 
Bournemouth Company, he said, was unique in the continuity of 
its policy. ‘Iwo of the present Directors had been Engineers and 
General Managers, and he was glad to have the guidance of his 
predecessors. 

After lunch the guests divided into two parties, one visiting the 
Poole and Pitwines Gas-works, and the other the Alderney and 
Longham Waterworks. The original gas-works on Poole Quay 
were purchased from the Poole Gas and Coke Company in 1904, 
and gas-making was concentrated there from Bourne Valley in 
order to gain the price advantage of seaborne coal. The old 
Poole works now consists of two installations of Woodall-Duckham 
vertical retorts, with a total capacity of four million cu.ft. per day, 
and a carburetted water gas house with a 3 million cu.ft. H. & G. 
automatic plant with a self-acting skip hoist for the removal of 
ashes. There are also two old hand-operated sets. A power house 
is equipped with gas engine driven and steam _ turbo-electric 
generating sets totalling over 1,000 H.P. This is now used as a 
stand-by and to augment a supply from the grid. 


The Pitwines Works consists of three installations of Woodall- 
Duckham retorts with a total capacity of over 8 million cu.ft. 
per day. The new “Lambent” system of heating has been 
adopted as standard and all settings are being fitted with vacuum 
dust extraction plants and vacuum cleaning equipment. 


The main block buildings contain the C.W.G. House with three 
H. & G. automatic sets, having a total capacity of over 7 million 
cu.ft. per day; the boiler house with two Stirling boilers with 
chain grate stokers for burning breeze (one is also fitted for using 
water gas tar as fuel); the power house, and a fully equipped 
repair shop and stores, capable of carrying out all major and minor 
works repairs. 


The Pitwines works is used by the Gas Research Board for the 
large scale experimental plant for the hydrogenation of coal to 
produce methane, for the methane synthesis plant to produce 
methane from blue water gas, and for the full size experimental 
water gas plant to utilize air-blast preheated by waste gases, and 
to provide enrichment of the gas by methane instead of gas oil. 
This last plant is still on the drawing board, but the others are in 
regular operation. 

Finally, tea was served at the head offices and showrooms of the 
Company. Mr. F. C. Smith (Gas Light and Coke Company) 
voiced the thanks of the guests for all the hospitality they had 
enjoyed, and Lieut.-Colonel Woodall and Mr. Haynes briefly 
replied. 


Years’ Service 


50 years. Most of the firm’s pensioners, 28 in number, made 
a tour of the works, and evinced great interest in the modern 
methods and machinery recently installed, 

An unbroken working record since 1826 is created by the 
Richards Brothers, whose father was one of the original workers 
with the Founder, Mr. Edward Sheldon. 


More than 2,000 years’ service has been rendered by the 41 men assembled in the photograph, one family having completed 
300 years in the employ of Cannon Iron Foundries, Ltd. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HE first Annual General Meeting of the British Gas Council 
i was held at Gas Industry House on June 5 under the 
chairmanship of Mr. A. E. Sylvester. Pending its formal 
constitution—it is still, officially, only a combination of the 
Executive Committee of the British Commercial Gas Association 
and the Central Executive Board of the National Gas Council— 
the parent bodies continue nominally in existence, and the 
meeting was therefore preceded by the annual general meetings— 
the 33rd of the B.C.G.A, and the 24th of the National Gas 
Council—at which each body elected its President, approved its 
accounts, and confirmed the names of its executive—i.e., its 
representatives on the British Gas Council. The first annual 
report of the B.G.C., of which we publish a summary in pages 
1008-1012, was formally adopted at both meetings, discussion 
being deferred until the meeting of the B.G.C. Actually it was 
all one meeting in three instalments, with the same audience but 
different Chairmen. 


British Commercial Gas Association 


Councillor S. J. Perry (Leicester), President, presided at the 
meeting of the B.C.G.A., and was re-elected for the year 1946-47. 
Mr. T. Brown, Hon. Treasurer, who was also re-elected with 
thanks for past services, presented the accounts. 

In seconding their adoption, Colonel F. J. Bywater, Vice- 
Chairman, said the year under review had been a period of 
transition, and some members had felt some disappointment 
about the work of the Association in the last twelve months. 
It was inevitable that during the transition there should be some 
hiatus in development and control, but it would be agreed that 
the work now being done by the Development Committee was 
an excellent example of the work the Association could do, and 
do very well. It was really a splendid example of the type of 
work that could be undertaken, and all the members would wish 
that Committee success in the work which it had so ably under- 
taken under the leadership of Mr. Brown. The Domestic 
Development Committee was also getting busy on policy, and 
would undertake exhibitions and efforts of that kind. They hoped 
the Association would now begin to revive and put before the 
country the case for gas in its commercial aspects. During the 
last twelve months the Association had really not had a chance, 
but it would now get going, and the prospects were bright it 
they could only get more technical staff. 

Commander Hype C. BurRTON (Brighton, Hove, and Worthing 
Gas Company) suggested that instead of “ advertising and general 
propaganda” they should in future refer to that item as 
“ publicity.” “ Propaganda” had not a very pleasant sound. It 
was regarded by a lot of people as some sort of sales talk and 
lacking a little bit in truth. 

Mr. J. R. W. ALEXANDER, General Manager, said the whole 
form of the accounts was being gone into, and a new form 
would be adopted. He quite agreed with Commander Burton 
that the word “ propaganda” was not a good one. 

Commander BurTON raised the question of the winding up of 
the British Commercial Gas Association and the National Gas 
Council. There was a great deal of confusion as the result of 
the continuance of those two bodies. If they could have some 
indication as to the probable demise of the Association it would 
be helpful to the Industry at large. 

The PRESIDENT said he had talked over the matter with the 
President of the National Gas Council, and they felt they could 
say nothing about it now. As members knew, the General 
Manager was attempting to get the business forward in order to 
get the new body into being, but it did not appear that they 
could say anything at present about winding up. 


National Gas Council 


Mr. Frank H. Jones, President, presided at the meeting of 
the National Gas Council, and was re-elected for the ensuing 
year. The accounts were presented by Mr. F. G. Brewer and 
adopted. 

Alderman Sir William Kay was re-elected Honorary Treasurer, 
and Sir John Daw and Colonel C. M. Croft were re-elected 
Trustees for the year 1946-47. Mr. Alfred Morland was re- 
appointed Auditor. 


British Gas Council 


Presiding at the first annual general meeting of the British Gas 
Council, Mr. A, E. SYLVESTER explained that this gathering of 
members of the British Commercial Gas Association and the 
representatives of the member undertakings of the National Gas 
Council met as the first annual general meeting of the British 
Gas Councl to consider the first annual report of the Council. 
The report, which had been drawn up at some length, spoke 
for itself, and in order that the discussion of it might proceed 
without delay, he asked Mr. Frank H. Jones to move, and 
Councillor S. J. Perry to second, “That the first annual report 
and accounts of the British Gas Council be received and 
approved.” Before they did so he would like to observe that 
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in approving the report they should do so in the sense of adopting 
it as an accurate factual record of the work and activities of the 
Council since its inception. 

Mr. FRANK H. Jones and Councillor S. J. Perry formally 
moved and seconded the proposition. 

Baillie W. ELGarR (Glasgow Corporation) raised a question on 
that section of the report dealing with the nationalization of the 
Gas Industry, and particularly the part which referred to the 
correspondence which had passed between the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power and the British Gas Council. He was not raising the 
matter at that stage, or for that matter at any stage, on any 
point involved in the question of nationalization itself. He was not 
arguing for or against nationalization. He merely wanted to make 
some sort of mild protest with regard to the futile correspondence 
initiated by the British Gas Council and with the Ministry 
by the letter sent to the Ministry on March 13. It so happened 
that early in the New Year the Government decided to inaugurate 
what they called a prosperity drive. What nationalization had 
got to do with that he did not know, but the Council, which 
had expressed itself in no uncertain terms on the principle of 
nationalization, commenced what he considered to be a perfectly 
futile correspondence in suggesting to the Minister that because 
there was a prosperity drive the proposals of the Government 
with regard to nationalization should be deferred for a period 
of two years. He was one of those who believed that the time 
which elapsed between the announcement by the Government 
with regard to the policy of the Industry and the time when 
that policy was ultimately carried into effect created rather large 
technical and administrative problems, and that therefore there 
was everything to be said for shortening that period. It was 
undesirable that the interregnum between the two dates should 
be extended, The technical and administrative, as well as the 
financial problems were such that it was desirable to get this 
thing out of the way as quickly as possible. It seemed to him 
be lengthened, thus carrying on for a longer period those con- 
ditions of uncertainty and difficulty. 


Snubbed by the Ministry 


He doubted very much—and he hoped he would not be sus- 
pected of imputing motives—whether this correspondence would 
have been initiated by the British Gas Council had it not been 
for its emphatic declaration on nationalization itself, and he felt 
it had only commenced the correspondence in a spirit of being 
willing to wound but afraid to strike. Therefore the rather 
innocuous suggestion was made that the Minister should forget 
all about his announcement for two years. Apart altogether 
from the effects it would have upon the Industry, it was 
obvious that no Minister of the Crown in any Government could 
have replied in any other way than in the rather snub way 
that the present Minister of Fuel and Power had replied to the 
letter of March 13. He rather regretted that such an august 
body as the British Gas Council should have placed itself in the 
very unfortunate position of being snubbed in that way. He 
would therefore move as an amendment to the adoption of the 
report, “ That this meeting deplores the passing of this corre- 
spondence initiated with the letter of March 13 and decides to 
withdraw the submission already made to the District organizations 
of the British Gas Council.” He saw no purpose in having that 
correspondence discussed by the Districts. It seemed to him 
that it would simply add to the complexities of a complex 
situation. 

Commander BurTON said it was never pleasant to fall foul 
of people with whom one had been associated for some long 
period, but there came a time when one had to choose between 
one path and another. The Chairman, in putting forward the 
report, mentioned that it was only intended to be adopted 
in so far as it represented a factual statement, and with that 
remark he would not attempt to quarrel, But the issue was not 
quite so simple. If the report was adopted as it stood it was 
obvious in the first place that the Council could turn round and 
say that their policy had been put forward in the report and 
had been adopted by the British Gas Council in general meeting. 
It would be very difficult to counteract that statement, and its 
adoption as it stood would make the District meetings that had 
been called for the purpose of saying “ Aye” or “ Nay” to the 
whole policy entirely nugatory. He thought the matter should 
have been regarded as sub judice so long as those meetings had 
been called for the express purpose of enabling the Industry to 
give its vote on the policy of the British Gas Council. The 
matter should not have come up at that meeting, but the fact 
remained that it was included in the report, and therefore he 
thought they must deal with it. The report recorded that the 
year 1945 was a momentous one in the history of the nation. 


“Sold to Socialism ”’ 


In May we saw the unconditional surrender of Germany, 
and in August the collapse of Japan; he wondered that it did not 
add that in December the Gas Industry sold out to National 
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Socialism. That was in point of fact exactly what had happened. 
It was playing with words, he suggested, to reaffirm by corre- 
spondence with the Minister that the Gas Industry was opposed 
to nationalization when it had on every occasion displayed an 
attitude of facilitating the transfer of the Industry from its present 
position to the administration of the State and Whitehall. 

He said that quite openly and frankly. He did not think 
Mr. Sylvester, as Chairman of the British Gas Council, ever had 
been Or was against the principle of nationalization. He was 
entitled to say that because he had an interview with him last 
year at which he expressed the hope, as a minor member of the 
Gas Industry, that they should take every possible step to secure 
the general and joint opposition of all threatened industries, and 
Mr. Sylvester did not agree with his views. As Governor of 
the Gas Light and Coke Company and Chairman of the Council, 
Mr. Sylvester was as much entitled to his own views as he was 
to his own, but he did not think that in a matter of such vital 
importance to the Industry either he or the National Gas Council 
was entitled to impose their views upon the whole Industry 
in the way they had done without first seeking a mandate, which 
was now belatedly put before them. 

He for one was sick and tired of hearing all the other industries 
saying that the Gas Industry was trying to run with the hare 
and hunt with the hounds. What they had to decide was whether 
or not as an Industry they believed that nationalization was 
good for the Industry, that was to say, its consumers, employees, 
shareholders, and others. Was it good, or was it bad, for the 
Industry? 

If they honestly believed it was a good thing for the Industry 
they should adopt the report and say openly and frankly that 
they believed nationalization was a good thing, the thing they 
desired, and that they would co-operate in every way. If they 
did not believe it was a good thing, then for God’s sake let 
them say so, and have the courage of their convictions. The 
fundamental issues were quite clear. The fact that there were 
difficulties, and that it was not always easy to reconcile the 
interests of companies and of municipalities was, he suggested, 
no reason for failing to face up to the issue. 


The Planning Report 


The Planning Report prepared by the British Gas Federation 
in 1943 stated that “there is nothing to indicate that the par- 
ticular needs of the Gas Industry are such as to require recourse 
to the revolutionary expedient of nationalization”; and again, 
“nationalization would constitute the substitution of a 
revolutionary experiment, which could not be undone, for a well 
tried, long established and remarkably successful method of 
providing an essential public service.” There were two or three 
other passages worth recalling, for instance, “the ultimate 
reaction of the public may take the form of bitter opposition 
to the totalitarian regimentation to which they may consider 
they have been subjected during the war.” In the light of those 
statements he asked why the Council had suddenly eaten its 
words and gone cap in hand to the Minister. He ventured to 
say there was no necessity at all to tell the Minister that they 
would carry out their obligations to the public. There was no 
need to seek the commission of Mr. Shinwell or Mr. Morrison 
as to whether they were to maintained their statutory obligations. 
Parliament had already imposed those obligations upon 
them, and they must do their best to carry them out. It was 
difficult to view this matter dispassionately. He did not think 
there was a single person in the room who did not see that the 
country was heading for disaster. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that Commander Burton was going 
into political issues, and asked him to propose any amendment 
he desired to submit. 

Mr. W. CLARK JACKSON (Neath) said Commander Burton was 
assuming that they were in full agreement with him. In some 
respects they were. 

Commander BuRTON said it was impossible to avoid political 
issues because the whole question of nationalization was a 
political matter. If the meeting felt he was going beyond his 
Street and did not desire to hear him he would sit down and 
say no more, but he did want to emphasize that the policy which 
had been adopted by the Council and which, if they approved 
the report, they would ipso facto approve, was one which they 
could not think of approving at that meeting. He therefore pro- 
posed as an amendment that the accounts of the Council be 
received and approved, and that the report be noted. He 
thought the leadership of the Council and the Council’s action 
had been disastrous to the Gas Industry. 

Baillie ELGAR reminded the meeting that his amendment had no 
connexion with the issues raised by Commander Burton. All he 
wished to move was that the meeting regretted the correspondence 
that had passed between the Ministry of Fuel and Power and 
the Council, as initiated in the Council’s letter of March 13, 
and withdrew from the submission to the District organizations 
the consideration of that correspondence. 

Baillie J. S. GELLATLY (Dunfermline) seconded Baillie Elgar’s 
amendment. He had gone very thoroughly into the matter, and 
was of the opinion that a mistake had been made by the Council. 
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It had not done the Industry any good in the eyes of the 
general public, the consumers, who were the people who mattered 
most. They could do something to restore themselves in the 
eyes of the general public as the body interested in the whole 
of the Gas Industry if they adopted the amendment. 

In answer to the Chairman, Baillie ELGAR said he was only 
concerned with that part of the correspondence relating to the 
suggested postponement of consideration of nationalization. 

The amendment was put to the vote and defeated. 

Mr. E. C. A. BLIAULT (Bexhill) seconded Commander Burton’s 
amendment that the report should only be “ noted.” He was at 
a meeting there some time ago when it was unanimously agreed 
that the voice of the Industry as a whole should be heard on the 
question of nationalization. He would not enter into any - 
question as to whether the action the Council had taken had 
been wise or unwise, What had been done could not be undone, 
and it seemed to him that they had a very definite idea of what 
the Government wanted to do from Mr. Shinwell’s speech at 
the Institution President’s luncheon. But that did not mean that 
they as a body should take the saucer of milk, or vitriol, and 
lap it up and enjoy it. It did mean that at least while they were 
politically supposed to be democratic and free to express their 
Opinions they should express their opinions. As a result of a 
resolution taken at a meeting of the Southern District he had 
consulted his Committee and received a mandate from his 
Council. He hoped that the Council would call meetings first 
of all in the Districts, and then have a general meeting at 
which they could have opinions expressed as to what the country 
as a whole felt about nationalization. If they had their hands 
strengthened in that way they would be in a much stronger 
position to deal with the Government Departments concerned. 
If the country was opposed to nationalization they would be 
equally strengthened in any opposition they wanted to take to 
the Minister. He did not think any harm could be done in 
calling such meetings, and in those circumstances it would be 
sufficient to “note” the report at the present stage. 


Freedom of the Districts 


The CHAIRMAN said the decision to get the opinion of the 
Districts stood. There was nothing in the report which was 
intended to prevent that in the slightest degree, and no passing 
of the report .would prevent the proper consideration by the 
Council of the views expressed by all the Districts. The Districts 
could entirely reverse what was said in the report if they wished 
to do so. There was no danger of the report in any way cutting 
into the authority of the Districts. The Council wanted to get 
the view of the Districts, and if those views cut across anything 
that was said in the report the Council would not overrule 
what they said, 

Baillie ELGAR said he hoped the meeting would turn down 
the amendment. He had deliberately refrained, and would still 
refrain, as one who believed in nationalization, from 
embarrassing the meeting by calling for a vote in favour of it. 
His objection to the amendment was on two grounds; first as a 
matter of procedure, it was simply stupid for an annual meeting 
in receipt of a report neither to accept or reject it, but merely 
to note it. It was a ridiculous attitude for an annual meeting 
to assume, and he hoped that merely on grounds of procedure 
the amendment would be turned down. His second point was 
that the mere “noting” of the report, without having the 
courage to move direct rejection, would be particularly 
embarrassing to the Council, and he hoped, as one who did not 
believe in the general view that the Council had taken but was 
very hesistant about embarrassing them, that the amendment 
would be rejected. : 

Commander BurTON said that in view of the Chairman’s 
assurance and Baillie Elgar’s eloquence, he was prepared to with- 
draw his amendment and to accept the report. At the same 
time they must remember that the report was not only cir- 
culated among the members of the Gas Industry, and in so far 
as on the correspondence between the British Gas Council and 
the Ministry, the Ministry and the Council themselves put two 
entirely different interpretations on the assurances given on 
Dec. 18, he feared that they might put themselves in the invidious 
position of the Ministry getting hold of a copy and saying that 
the Council accepted the whole thing, lock, stock, and barrel at 
the general meeting. ‘ . 

Mr. BLIAULT, as the seconder, also agreed to the withdrawal 
of the amendment, and the report and accounts were then 
adopted. 


Presentation to Mr. W. J. Smith 


The CHAIRMAN said he now had the very pleasant duty of 
making a presentation to their old friend, Mr. W. J. Smith. 
They were very glad to see him looking so much better. It 
was not necessary for him to enlarge on the great work Mr. 
Smith had done for the Industry in the last 30 years or so. 
He had actually been in the Gas Industry for 44 years, for as 
many of them knew he started his business life in the Gas Light 
and Coke Company. It was in 1916 that he became Secretary 
of the then newly formed National Gas Council, and three years: 
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later, when the constitution was reviewed, he visited every 
District in England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. Those visits 
were very successful, and those who knew him could understand 
the reason. His charm and personality went a long way, and the 
vast majority of the gas undertakings decided to join the National 
‘Gas Council and the Federation of Gas Employers. In addition 
he had at various times acted as Secretary of the National 
Benzole Association, the British Road Tar Association, the 
British Tar Confederation, the Pitch Pool, and the Gas Advisory 
‘Committee, and as Joint Secretary of the Federation of Gas 
Employers and the Joint Industrial Council. He was closely 
concerned with the formation of the Sulphate of Ammonia 
Federation: he was an Honorary Fellow of the Chartered 
oe of Secretaries, and was more recently appointed an 

Throughout the long period in which he had been associated 
with the work of the National Gas Council he had firmly estab- 
lished himself in the affection of the members, and many of his 
‘friends could pay more adequate testimony to his long and 
faithful friendship than he could himself. Few of his con- 
‘temporaries in the early days were still with them, but a number 
‘were present, and could bear witness not only to the value oi 
his work, but to his very engaging and retiring personality. It 
was therefore a great pleasure to him as Chairman of the British 
‘Gas Council to hand him a cheque as a tangible record of their 
‘great appreciation. The cheque was the result of purely volun- 
‘tary contributions from individuals, and was not official in any 
‘sense. 


Mr. Smith’s Reminiscences 


Mr. SMITH, in accepting the gift, said it was a very great 
privilege to stand before them for the last time. He felt some- 
‘what like a drowning man was said to feel, in that all his 
past seemed to come before his mind. As they knew, he had 
‘lived under the shadow of his late respected chief, Sir David 
Milne-Watson, for a great number of years, and that very 
fact in itself had made him known to every undertaking in the 
Kingdom. When he was talking to someone a little while ago 
and somewhat expressing sorrow that he had not done more 
‘in the Gas Industry than he had done, his friend remarked, 
““What are you worried about; you have a friend in every 
‘town and village throughout the country.” He could assure 
-‘them that that was true, and he felt it very deeply on the 







OLLOWING are extracts from the first annual report of the 
F aris Gas Council presented at the annual meeting on 
une 5: 

The existing organization of the British Gas Council, which 
rentails the co-existence of the National Gas Council and the 
British Commercial Gas Association, has from the first been 
recognized as a temporary expedient. The work of these two 
constituent Associations is being progressively merged, and con- 
sideration has been given to the reconstitution of the British Gas 
‘Council on a basis which would enable them to be wound up. 
The paramount desire has been to constitute a single national 
‘body through which the Gas Industry could deal effectively with 
the varied problems of the present and future, particularly those 
arising from the proposed nationalization of the Industry. 
Accordingly and to facilitate the legal conduct of business, the 
British Gas Council has taken steps to incorporate the Council 
:as a Company limited by guarantee, if possible with permission to 
omit the word “limited.” The proposed Memorandum and 
Articles of Association afford a constitution and provide for sub- 
:scriptions similar to those of the present Associations and enable 
regulations to be made for the detailed organization of the Council 
:and its Districts. 

Mr. W. J. Sandeman, Hon, Treasurer of the British Commer- 
-cial Gas Association and Chairman of its Executive and Publicity 
‘Committees, and Mr. W. Ross Taylor, who as a Member of 
Parliament for many years acted as spokesman of the Industry 
in the House of Commons, resigned during 1945. Mr. W. J. 
Smith, Secretary of the National Gas Council since its inception, 
retired on Dec. 31. His place as Acting-Secretary of the British 
Gas Council was taken by Mr. Leslie F. Stemp until the office 
of Secretary of the Council was assumed by Mr. T. B. Scott on 
June 1. Mr. S. S, Ogilvie and Mr. E. J. Fottrell, Joint Managers 
vof the National Gas Council since 1918, retire on June 18. These 
tTesignations and retirements deprive the British Gas Council of 
the experienced and able services of gentlemen who have served 
‘the Gas Industry with distinction. 


Nationalization of the Gas Industry 


After referring to the Heyworth Report and the prospect of 
‘nationalization, the report continues: 

The Gas Advisory Committee of the Council has resumed its 
imeetings with the representatives of the Ministry and has dis- 
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present occasion. He would mention two names that would 
probably not be known to many of the present generation, but 
he would like them to be associated in that meeting—two 
members of his staff when they first started in the early days, 
and in the early struggles of the National Gas Council. He 
referred to Miss Edith Fabian, a very able woman who assisted 
him, and Mr. Wren, whose brother was still in the Gas Industry, 
Miss Fabian once told him he was the kindest slave-driver she 
had ever met, The next member of the staff was Mr. C. M. 
Plowman, whom he always thought of as being on board the 
“Lion” with Admiral Beatty in the first world war. His per- 
sonality had always struck him as one that one could rely 
upon, and he paid tribute to his loyal co-operation with him 
all through the years. 

The next who came along was Mr. E. J. Fottrell, who was 
a man living before his time. He always thought years ahead, 
and therefore was not always appreciated. He was the essence 
of a perfect gentleman, and many of the letters sent out from 
his office were the more perfect because of his reconsideration. 
Then came Colonel Ogilvie, the greatest worker he had ever 
known in his life, a brusque man sometimes perhaps, but a man 
with a large heart, and if one was ever ill or had any domestic 
trouble one could always go to him for sympathy and help. 
He would never forget him. Then they had Mr. Stemp, who 
knew more about the worries of gas undertakings than any 
man in the Kingdom, and who also had a great sense of humour. 
He recalled also Mr. Hedley, the Coal Officer, and came to Mr. 
Alexander. He had no idea that he would occupy the important 
position he had to-day. He had worked with him in connexion 
with those big functions they held at Grosvenor House in pre- 
war days, and always finished up with a pain in his side because 
of the long stream of laughter that he created. 

He also referred to the work of the various Chairmen under 
whom he had served, including Mr. William Cash, Colonel H, C. 
Smith, Mr. F. H. Jones, and Dr. E. V. Evans, and lastly he 
wished to pay tribute to Mr. Sylvester for his great kindness to 
him when he took over his present important post. Mr. Sylvester 
had done more for him than he could tell. He had had great 
encouragement and help from him, and he would always 
remember him in connexion with his retirement. Having now 


had six months of retirement he would like to say, especially to 
any members of the Government who might be present, that 
some of the best days of their lives lay before them. 


First Annual Report 


cussed current problems in general and the immediate effects upon 
development of nationalization proposals in particular. An 
assurance was given by the Ministry that the Industry would be 
consulted during the drafting of the legislation necessary to give 
effect to the transfer of the Industry to public ownership. 
Further, an Interim Development Finance Committee has been 
set up by the Council at the request of the Ministry and is dis- 
cussing with the Ministry the complex question of the capital 
necessary for essential development during the interim period 
pending nationalization. ... The nationalization policy of the 
Council has been submitted for the cofsideration of member 
undertakings which have been invited to express their views at 
District Meetings to be convened for the purpose. Close co- 
operation is being maintained with other organizations interested 
in the Government’s nationalization intentions, and, in particular, 
with the Association of Municipal Corporations. 


Domestic Gas Development 


The Domestic Gas Development Committee has dealt with 
many aspects of the use of gas for domestic purposes and par- 
ticularly with those relating to re-housing. It has reported monthly 
thereon to member undertakings and the British Gas Council. 
Matters of major interest have been the Kitchen Planning Exhibi- 
tion; the installation of gas services in prefabricated temporary 
houses and in demonstration permanent houses; and the scheme 
evolved with the Ministry of Supply for the distribution of gas 
cookers and meters, which do not have to be dealt with under 
the elaborate machinery set up by the Ministry of Works for 
the control of building materials and components. 

Co-operation with the Districts has been extended by the estab- 
lishment of District Domestic Gas Development Committees, 
These have similar terms of reference to those of the central 
Committee, which has been reconstituted to include representatives 
of each District. Member undertakings submit their representa- 
tions to their District Committees, which report thereon to the 
central Committee. 

A Joint Consultative Committee, comprising representatives of 
the Domestic Gas Development Committee and the Society of 
British Gas Industries, has been established to review matters of 
mutual interest. Liaison has been maintained with all Govern- 
ment Departments concerned with housing, Member undertakings 
have been provided with information facilitating presentation of 








indus! 
as of 
increa 
post-\ 

De’ 
meet 
and f 
the u 
radiat 
drawi 
who : 
techn: 
and ¢ 
and <¢ 
scale 
dealt 
malle 
inks; 


946 


would 
yn, but 
g—two 
y days, 
il. He 
assisted 
dustry, 
ver she 
C. M. 
ard the 
lis per- 
ld rely 
th him 


ho was 
ahead, 
essence 
it from 
eration. 
id ever 
a man 
omestic 
1 help. 
p, who 
in any 
umour. 
to Mr. 
portant 
inexion 
in pre- 
because 


1 under 
‘tH. C. 
stly he 
ness to 
ylvester 
d great 
always 
ng now 
ially to 
nt, that 


iews at 
Ose cO- 
terested 
ticular, 


It with 
nd par- 
nonthly 
Souncil. 
Exhibi- 
nporary 
scheme 
of gas 
1 under 
rks for 


e estab- 
mittees, 
central 
ntatives 
resenta- 
to the 


tives of 
ciety of 
tters of 
Govern- 
rtakings 
tion of 


June 19, 1946 


the case for the use of gas in housing schemes to housing 
authorities, with which undertakings have been urged to keep 
in close contact. 


Industrial Gas Development 


An Industrial Gas Development Committee has been established 
to take the place of and conduct the work hitherto undertaken 
by the Industrial Gas Centres Committee, the membership remain- 
ing unaltered. The pre-war practice of holding its meetings 
alternately in London and the Provinces has been resumed. 
Industrial plants continue to be inspected, and three members of 
the Committee visited Germany to investigate and report upon 
industrial gas plant in the Ruhr. The work of the Committee, 
as of the Centres and Information Bureau, has considerably 
increased owing to the demand for gas heating equipment for 
post-war industrial purposes. 

Development work includes plant for high speed heating to 
meet competition from the electrical induction heating processes 
and focusing attention upon the concentrated combustion burner; 
the use of the permeable lining furnace; and the application of 
radiant heat to a number of industrial processes, designs and 
drawings for which have been passed to suitable manufacturers, 
who are now in the position to carry out installations and offer 
technical advice. Furnaces have been improved in appearance 
and efficiency, information has been collected on gas’ carburizing 
and a report on the post-war design and construction of large 
scale gas kitchen apparatus has been circulated. Other subjects 
dealt with include bread baking; school and church heating; 
malleableizing; cremation furnaces; grain drying; drying printing 
inks; and the heat pump. 

A trade classification scheme has been submitted to the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power, with the suggestion that this, or some similar 
scheme, should be adopted by all fuel industries to facilitate the 
compilation of unified wational statistics and thereby make 
available information which otherwise could not readily be 
obtained. Meetings have been held with the Factory Department 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, particularly in 
connexion with the revision of the Memorandum on Enamelling 
Ovens and Foundry Heating, while negotiations have taken place 
with the Machine Tool Trades Association on the disposal of 
surplus Government furnaces. Arrangements have been made 
with the Electrical Research Association for the exchange of 
published information and for the provision of consultants should 
the Committee desire technical explanation of particular electrical 
problems. Close contact has been maintained with the gas 
appliance manufacturers, who are now producing descriptive 
brochures of their products with advantage to industrialists. 
Through the Publicity Division of the British Gas Council technical 
information, editorial articles, photographs and advertisements 
have been published, while the “ Industrial Uses of Gas” series 
are being revised and extended. 


Publicity 


The responsibility of the Publicity Committee, working in close 
collaboration with the Development Committees, for the general 
direction of the publicity conducted by the British Gas Council, 
will be facilitated by the proposed establishment of Sub-Com- 
mittees, such as the present Film Sub-Committee, to deal with the 
specialized aspects of publicity in its various forms and corre- 
sponding with the functional organization of the Council. 

Public Relations and Press work play an increasingly important 
part in the dissemination of information concerning the Gas 
Industry. In their respective publicity campaigns, collaboration 
has been maintained with the Ministry of Fuel and Power, the 
Ministry of Food, the Board of Trade, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries and the Central Office of Information. 
Apart from dealing with a large number of enquiries from 
members of the Forces in educational and vocational training 
matters, facilities have been afforded the Services in the giving 
of instruction, demonstrations and displays concerning home 
planning, domestic science and the uses of gas. Close contact has 
been maintained with housing authorities, planners architects, 
builders and organizations concerned with housing, whilst informa- 
tion on gas utilization and facilities to view equipment and 
installations have been afforded. Practical co-operation has been 
extended to the House Building Industries’ Standing Committee 
in the building of permanent houses by private enterprise, in 
connexion with which a special leaflet has been made available 
for distribution at the prize-winning demonstration houses built 
by the Committee. A further special leaflet has been issued for 
the benefit of those occupying temporary houses as to the use of 
their gas and coke installations. 

Current conditions generally, the shortage of labour, coal, 
materials and gas equipment, the need for fuel economy and the 
lack of advertising space, resulted in the suspension of newspaper 
advertising in December, 1945, but it will be resumed as soon as 
circumstances permit. Informatory advertising has continued, 
however, in the popular magazines and in the trade, technical and 
professional Journals, each publication carrying matter appro- 
priate to its character. Special advertisements for local use 
have been supplied to a number of Undertakings, and these have 
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— a large number of enquiries from the official and general 
public. 

Publications issued by the Council have dealt with such diverse 
matters as, for example, the uses of gas in connexion with fuel 
services in the home and industry; school meals; the farm; wheat 
conditioning and drying; vegetable growing and cooking; and jam 
making and fruit bottling. A popular work on gas manufacture 
and utilization has been published, whilst books in preparation 
include “ The Vital Flame,” by Compton Mackenzie, a book for 
architects, builders and housing Authorities and a book for 
domestic science teachers. The monthly British Gas Council News 
(formerly the British Commercial Gas Association News Sheet) 
and the monthly reports of the National Gas Council, together 
with other periodical publications, have continued to be sent to 
member undertakings, and these, when circumstances permit, will 
be merged into a British Gas Gazette. 

_The studio has issued through its regular services 550 window 
displays, 12,120 posters and 3,600 showcards, while material has 
been prepared to meet the special requirements of individual 
member undertakings. Advertising novelties continue to be pro- 
vided in so far as the supply position permits. The three lecturers 
of the Council have continued their activities, and the services of 
a fourth have been secured for the Northern District. + 

Salesmen’s Circles are resuming their meetings, and 

recommendations for the education and training of gas salesmen 
have been made by a Joint Committee of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers and the British Gas Council. 
_ The services to undertakings of the Home Service Section 
include, amongst other things, the distribution of the Ministry of 
Food’s material for information boards, display units, recipe sheets 
and nutrition bulletins. and the publications of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries and the Board of Trade. The issue of 
the bi-monthly “‘ Home Service ” information sheet has continued. 
Progress has been made in maintaining existing and establishing 
new contacts with central organizations and the pyblic on various 
aspects of Home Service. The advisory service is being aug- 
mented, collaboration increases with undertakings in connexion 
with lectures and demonstrations to consumers and the Demon- 
strators’ Panel has been revived. Close contact obtains with the 
women’s services, domestic science colleges, employment bureaux 
and other sources, with particular regard to assisting undertakings 
to fill vacancies open to Home Service Advisers. 


Women’s Gas Council 


Individual membership of the Women’s Gas Council continues 
to increase, while branches have been inaugurated at Cannock 
and Porthcawl, the branches at Cirencester, Swindon and Harro- 
gate have been re-opened, and negotiations are proceeding for the 
formation of other branches, Many instructive meetings, lectures 
and demonstrations have been held, and a panel of speakers is 
being built up to meet the increasing demand for branches, youth 
organizations and educational bodies. Requests for exhibition 
material, chiefly from the Services and schools, have been met. 

The Report of the Fuel and Power Advisory Council, of which 
Sir Ernest Simon as Chairman, upon the first matter referred to it 
by the Minister of Fuel and Power, namely, Domestic Fuel Policy, 
was presented to Parliament in March. Evidence had been sub- 
mitted, on behalf of the British Gas Council, by the Gas Advisory 
Committee. 

Coal 


The Public Utilities Coal Committee has held regular meetings 
throughout the year. The low level of coal production, together 
with the increased coal consumption of the Gas Industry, has 
made the task of the Committee a difficult and responsible one. 
It has been necessary to divert suitable coals from the domestic 
industrial and other markets in order to ensure adequate supplies 
for the Gas Industry, and no undertaking has been compelled 
to cease supply due to the reduced coal production. During the 
year 1945-46 the consumption of coal by gas undertakings has 
risen by approximately 2%, and there has been an increase in the 
make of water gas of 14% over the previous year. The Com- 
mittee has regularly considered complaints relating to dirty coal, 
delays in transport, and other matters, and representations have 
been made by the Committee to the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
in regard to the installation and repair of coal-cleaning plants, 
the delay in the turn-round of barges, and the diversion of gas 
coal to industry and other consumers. 

The reduction in supplies and consequent depletion of stocks 
in the early part of the year caused grave anxiety, and deputations 
from the Conjoint Conference accordingly waited upon the 
Minister of Fuel and Power in June and October, 1945. The 
deputations stressed the serious position likely to arise during 
the winter, and referred to the deterioration in quality and the 
rise in the price of coal (which increased by 3s. 6d. per ton on 
May 1, 1945), and the dilapidated condition of gas-works plants 
due to the postponement of repairs during the past six years. 
The Minister, while optimistic with regard to increased coal pro- 
duction, indicated that quality was largely governed by the existing 
cleaning plants, which could not be fully utilized owing to lack of 
labour, and recognised the need for gas-works plant maintenance. 
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While the coal stock position is still causing anxiety, deliveries 
have improved, and present stocks are approximately equal to 
those of last year. 


Coal Industry Nationalization Bill 


The Coal Industry Nationalization Bill provides for the transfer 
of the existing colliery companies to public ownership, and sets 
up a National Coal Board, consisting of a Chairman and eight 
other members charged with the duties of (a) working and getting 
coal in Great Britain; (b) securing the efficient development of the 
Coal Mining Industry; and (c) making supplies of coal available 
in such quantities and at such prices as may seem to them best 
calculated to further the public interests. The Minister of Fuel 
and Power is empowered to give directions as to the exercise and 
performance by the Board of its functions. The Board is to act, 
with the approval of the Minister, in framing programmes of 
reconstruction and development involving substantial outlay on 
capital account and in the exercise and performance of their 
functions as to training, education and research. The only pro- 
tection afforded consumers is the establishment of an Industrial 
Coal Consumers’ Council and a Domestic Coal Consumers’ 
Council. The Industrial Coal Consumers’ Council has to consider 
any matter affecting the sale or supply of industrial coal and, where 
action appears to them to be requisite, to notify its conclusions 
to the Ministry. It has to consider and report to the Minister on 
any matter which may be referred to them by him. 

A large number of amendments, practically none of which were 
accepted by the Minister, although he promised to consider some, 
were moved on behalf of Public Utility Undertakings, as repre- 
sented by the Conjoint Conference of Public Utility Associations. 


Gas Oil 


The subsidy on gas oil has been continued for the six months 
ending October, 1946. The Gas Industry Oil Committee is con- 
sidering the submission of a revised basis for the grant of the 
subsidy, which while continuing to promote the use of gas oil 
would enable all gas undertakings to participate. 

Owing to the proposed nationalization of the coal industry 
and of the iron and steel industry, the proposals of the British 
Coking Industry Association of December, 1945, as to the basis 
of future contracts for the supply and purchase of coke oven gas, 
have not been further negotiated between the British Gas Council 
and the Association 


Benzole 


Negotiations to secure an increase in the price of motor benzole 
were concluded by a notification from the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power of an advance of 4d. per gallon from June 11, 1945. The 
Benzole Committee has considered a letter from the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power of September, 1945, in regard to the Benzole 
Recovery Plant General Direction, 1945, and stating that a reduc- 
tion in the price of benzole was under consideration. The follow- 
ing recommendations of the Committee thereon are being con- 
sidered by the Ministry: — 

(a) That there was no justification for any reduction in the price 
of benzole so long as controls existed, including control of the 
price of coal. 

(b) That the price of benzole should be retaained at not less than 
its present figure until those Undertakings who had put in recovery 
plants during the last few years, at the urgent request of the 
Ministry, had had an opportunity of recovering the costs incurred. 

(c) That any lowering of the price of benzole would be followed 
by serious reduction in its production. 

(d) That the present shortage of coal and labour would con- 
siderably reduce benzole production. 

The Benzole Committee has given consideration to the pro- 
visions in the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1945, designed to give effect 
to the principal recommendations contained in the Report of the 
Hydrocarbon Oil Duties Committee and to the Hydrocarbon 
Oils Regulation, No. 1648, which lays down the procedure for im- 
plementing the concessions granted by the Act. The recommenda- 
tions in the Report were that chemical manufacturers should be 
allowed to receive, without payment of duty, as raw material for 
chemical synthesis, any imported hydrocarbon oil and that an 
allowance, equal to the duty payable on the importation of like 
oils, should be granted in respect of hydrocarbon oils produced 
from indigenous material and received by a chemical manufacturer 
as raw material for chemical synthesis. 


War Damage 


The delay, partly attributable to the congestion of Parliamentary 
business, in introducing the legislation necessary to authorize a 
Public Utility War Damage Scheme, has been a matter of concern 
to the War Damage Committee of the Council, no less than to 
member undertakings. The Government having expressed its 
intention of effecting a settlement with the least possible delay, a 
preliminary questionnaire was issued by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power to all undertakings in November, 1945, for the purpose 
of obtaining an approximate estimate of the global amount of 
damage suffered by the Gas Industry as a whole. Subsequently, 
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at the request of the Ministry, the War Damage Committee esiab- 
lished a Sub-Committee to settle with the representatives of the 
Treasury and of the Ministry the detailed information it will be 
necessary to obtain from individual undertakings, to enable the 
precise amount of their War Damage claims to be accurately ascer- 
tained. A Bill will then be introduced fixing the amount to 
be paid by the Treasury, and the sum to be borne by the Industry. 
which sum will be apportioned among all undertakings on a basis 
to be agreed by the Council. 

In order to give preliminary guidance to undertakings desiring 
to make some reserve against their liability to pay War Damage 
Contributions, the Council advised member undertakers in 
January, 1946, that, upon the facts then ascertainable, the total 
liability would be approximately 0.75 pence per therm for the 
average sales per annum, over the four financial years of the under- 
taking ended 1941, 1942, 1943 and 1944, sales in bulk to other 
undertakings being excluded, 

After reviewing taxation, rating, and legislation, the report 
continues : 

During the year the Finance Committee have made a detailed 
review, upon which they have taken profesional advice, of the 
accounting systems of both the British Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion and the National Gas Council, with the object of establishing 
a sound accounting organization for the British Gas Council when 
it takes the place of these bodies. Mr. C. A. Smith has been 
appointed Accountant to the Council, which has already co- 
ordinated the finance and accounting of the constituent Associations. 
Matters relating to the establishment and housing of the British 
Gas Council have been dealt with by the Staff Re-organization 
Committee, which was set up by the Executive Board, and has 
met regularly to deal with present and future requirements, par- 
ticularly as to the co-ordination of salaries and conditions of 
service. 

The work of the Federation of Gas Employers is the subject of 
a separate annual report. It has maintained co-operation with 
other employers’ organizations and with the British Employers 
Confederation, while its effective collaboration with the Trade 
Unions remains unimpaired. Dr. A. B, Badger will succeed Mr. 
S. S. Ogilvie as Manager of the Federation on July 1. 

Close collaboration has been maintained with other national 
organizations serving the Gas Industry, with the Conjoint Con- 
ference of Public Utility Associations and, through that body. 
with the central Associations of the water, electricity and road 
transport industries. On several matters relating to Bills intro- 
duced by the Government, joint representations have been made 
to the appropriate Ministries by the Conjoint Conference, the 
Dock and Harbour Authorities Association and the Canals 
Association. 

The Council acknowledges the cordial co-operation it has 
received from many other national organizations. 


The Future 


The year to which this report relates has in many respects been 
a year of disillusionment. Peace has come without prosperity. 
In the period of transition, the lack of definite information as to 
the Government plans for the future of the Gas Industry has 
produced much disquieting uncertainty. There never was a clearer 
call for the national guidance and leadership of the Industry. It 
is not only inevitable but appropriate that so much attention 
should be devoted to the internal organization of the Council, in 
order to ensure that nothing shall be lacking in its ability to act 
as the efficient guide and leader of the industry in the difficult days 
that lie ahead. 
































































Blackburn Corporation has been asked by Withnell District 
Council to consider the question of purchasing the Withnell gas 
undertaking. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Gas 
Committee are to report to their members on the scheme. 


Drakes, Ltd.—The 44th annual report and accounts show 2 
trading profit for the year ended Dec. 31, 1945, including dividends 
and interest received, of £33,030, compared with £25,945 for the 
previous year. The net amount carried to profit and loss appro 

riation account was £8,435, against £7,427, to which was added a 

alance of £16,068 brought forward. After transferring £2,000 to 
reserve fund and providing for preference dividend, a dividend of 
10% on Ordinary shares has been declared, compared with 74% 
for the previous year, leaving a balance of £16,603 to be carried 
forward. 

Peterborough Town Council has approved the erection by the 
Gas Company of a new 150 ft. high gasholder. Before granting 
its approval the Council discussed the esthetic aspects. It was 
stated that while the Ministry of Fuel and Power was pressing the 
Company to proceed with the holder to meet urgent gas demands, 
the Ministry of Town and Country Planning had called attention 
to the skyline and the relation between the proposed holder and 
the 120 ft. high cathedral. In answer to opposition, it was pointed 
out that the holder would seldom: be full except in the early morn 
ing, and few people would ever see it when it was anything like 
150 ft. high. 
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seven industrial areas as set out clearly in the Factual Report 

prepared by the British Gas Federation and as here reproduced. 
These seven areas account for 72% 
consumption in Great Britain. 


I: is suggested that the first sections to be tackled would be the 


of the whole of the gas 


MAIN AREAS OF GAS SUPPLY 


Gas sold in each area 
in 1937 shown as per- 
centage of total sold 
in Great Britain 

1. London , ai eae aa 

. South Lancashire and Cheshire ... 

. West Riding and Chesterfield 

. Birmingham Bu: ad 

. Industrial Scotland 

. North East Coast ... 

. Industrial South Wales 


Wd 
= RANIONN 
wowenwse 


72.0 


In these industrial areas the works are not widely spaced and 
therefore the interlinking mains would not be very great in length, 
while the gas supplied in bulk would be considerable. 

As it was suggested in the preceding article that 6% of the gas 
would still be made by individual gas-works in isolated areas it 
follows that 22% per cent. of the whole quantity of gas would be 
consumed in areas outside these seven industrial zones, but yet 
in partly industrial and partly residential areas. p 

Thus large towns such as Bristol, Bath, Oxford, Reading, 
Gloucester, Cheltenham, Southampton, Portsmouth, Plymouth, 


Brighton, Cambridge, Northampton, Norwich, Leicester, Lincoln, 
Carlisle, Aberdeen, Dundee, and Perth, and many others of large 
size would fall within the category estimated to supply 22% of all 
the gas in the country. 


Examples of Successful Interlinking 


To develop these and the surrounding areas, it is probable that 
the Control Board would require these undertakings, many of 
considerable size, to lay mains to the surrounding gas undertakings 
of smaller size. This has already been done on a fair scale by 
a number of companies, of which the following are examples :— 


ANNUAL SALES IN MILLIONS Cu.Ft. 


1928 1944 
Swindon ae Lh ued sa 268 = 1,191 
Wellington (Salop)... a. 0 128 436 
Sheffield eae ed S45 ... 4,912 14,147 
Uxbridge, Maidenhead, Wycombe and 

District tei “ts ie 771 - 1,996 
Cheltenham se ne es a 549 1,206 119.6 
Newcastle-on-Tyne__.... Php ..- 4,937 10,799 118.7 
Rochester, Chatham and Gillingham 910 1,614 79.1 
Bournemouth ... - oe ... 2,244 3,957 76.3 
Torquay ec a5 ray aa 547 932 70.3 
Bath i 1,184 1,996 68.5 


An excellent example of a striking success by manufacture in 
bulk and distribution ‘by interlinking mains to a number of gas 
companies whose works were shut down, is that of the West 
Yorkshire Distribution Company, sponsored by the United 
Kingdom Gas Corporation. Such interlinking mains in industrial 
and other areas should prove highly profitable, as all experience 
goes to show that gas sales are more easily and quickly developed 
in this way than in any other. In short, the small undertaking in 
the small town cannot as a general rule compete in results with 
the large undertaking which extends its mains into the surrounding 
small towns and villages. 

The writer’s own experience in the Seven Valley and Gas 
Consolidation Group with 22 undertakings whose works were shut 
down to take bulk supplies, bears eloquent testimony to what is 
stated above. Thus:— 

22 works were shut down and supplied in bulk. 

200 miles of interlinking mains were laid. 

Total annual sales of gas before these works were shut down 

549,000,000 cu.ft. per annum. 

Total annual sales of gas after these works were shut down 

2,058,000,000 cu.ft. per annum. 

This interlinking extended over a period of 17 years, mostly 
in the latter part of the period. To a large extent the interlinking 
mains were of small size, viz., 6 in. or less, with resulting low 
capital cost. 

A number of gasholders were built at or adjacent to the works 
shut down as in many cases the existing storage was quite in- 
adequate to handle the large increase in sales anticipated and later 
realized. 


Increase 
344.4 
240.6 
188.0 


158.9 


Scope for Expansion of Gas Sales 


In these areas there was nothing different from what exists in 
scores of similar areas in this country. In the majority of cases 
these were ordinary residential districts where the people were 
hungry for a good and adequate gas supply and service and such 
as can only be given by undertakings of sufficient size, well 
managed, and supplying good gas at a reasonable price. 

If the laying of 200 miles of small interlinking mains over: a 
period of 17 years can bring about an increase of 275% in sales 
of gas, or in quantity from 549,000,000-2,058,000,000 cu.ft. per 
annum, then why should not one hundred times this amount of 
interlinking, that is in mains capacity and length, result in an 
increase of one hundred times in the quantity of gas sold, i.e., 
about 151,000 million cu.ft. per annum, or an increase of 40% 
in the total gas sold by the Industry. ’ 

Critics will say: Yes, you could do that in those small areas 
because the scope for increased sales was so great, but you could 
not do it in the larger areas where gas has already been developed 
to a considerable extent. ; 

The answer to such a critic would be that there are still 762 
gas undertakings making in all only about 48,906 million cu.ft. per 
annum, or selling approximately 13% only of the total gas sold in 
England, Wales and Scotland. Further, there were in 1939-approxi- 
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mately 200 undertakings, some of considerable size, which were 
then selling less or little more gas than they were in 1922. Conse- 
quently, there would still appear to be ample scope for largely 
increased sales of gas in many large and small residential and 
industrial areas throughout the whole country. 


Another critic would say: What is the good of taking bulk 
supply mains into a small town where the works is to be shut 
down unless you also ensure that energetic and proper methods 
are adopted to give service and sell additional gas ? 


This is quite true. Consequently, it would be the duty of the 
Control Board to insist upon live and up-to-date methods being 
employed in all these outlying districts. Their powers in this 
respect would be complete in all cases where the local undertaking 
did not provide for giving skilled and good service and at a reason- 
able price to their consumers. Such powers have already been 
discussed, and consequently, undertakings which persisted in bad 
operation would be compulsorily purchased in the same way but 
without the same reason that 123 gas companies’ undertakings 
were compulsorily purchased between the years 1870 and 1922 by 
the local municipalities. In these cases, municipalities had the 
right to purchase their local gas companies, either by agreement, 
or failing that, by arbitration. 


Modernization Increases Employment 


There will, of course, be critics of any scheme of modernization 
from the standpoint of unemployment resulting from the shutting 
down of works. Such criticism would be based upon a mis- 
apprehension as there is much evidence to show that as the 
result of the shutting down of old-fashioned and wasteful works 
there is before long a greater demand for additional employees, 
both directly and indirectly. 


In this connexion, the writer satisfied himself upon this point 
recently in a case in which six small works were shut down and 
gas was supplied in bulk. These small gas companies were 
employing 19 persons in all on the works and district. In due 
course the gas sold was increased by eight times, while the persons 
directly employed increased to 70, and to many more if indirect 
employment be taken into account. Thus, these companies became 
very active buyers of gas appliances, mains, service pipes and of 
material of considerable variety, all finding much employment 
elsewhere. 


Regionalization 


Some readers will ask: Why has the writer not dealt with the 
question of regionalization? The answer is that he considers the 
proposed Control Board should have a free hand to organize 
the methods of controlling the Industry. It would be unwise to 
tie their hands and insist beforehand upon some definite system. 


Doubtless the Board would employ regional or divisional officials 
who would have definite responsibilities under the Control Board. 
If the Board is to have pre-eminent authority and be of the high 
calibre clearly indicated and necessary, then it should be allowed 
to formulate its own scheme of organization, for the success of 
which it would be responsible. 


Given the right Control Board to operate a scheme as explained 
above, there should be rapid strides in the sales of gas. As many 
of us know, gas can readily be sold if the correct methods be 
employed. 


The war showed how great were the benefits in factories which 
used large quantities of gas to increase production and, above all, 
quality in products with a minimum of wastage. 


Severn Valley and Gas Consolidation Group 


Actual results of what has been done in typical cases are more 
impressive than expressions of opinions and therefore the writer 
sets out below what has been achieved by the Severn Valley and 
Gas Consolidation Group since operations were started in 1934 :— 


At Acquisition 

During 6 years 

before the War 
1934 to 1940 
£3,003,903 
19,408,268 
4099.45 


Increase 
At Dec. 1944 or 
or June 1945 Decrease 
£3,467,871 +15.4 
35,888,708 + 84.9 
7595.27 +85.2 


Outstanding debt 
Sale of gas (therms) 
Sale of gas cu.ft. (millions) 
Outstanding debt per million 
cu.ft. sold 
‘ceipts for gas per therm 
sold 
nterest and 
charges, &c., 
rest and 
charges, &c 


sold 


£732.7 £456.6 - 37.7 


9.94d. 10.77d. + 8.35 
dividend 
£169,104 £179,349 + 6.0 
dividend 
per therm 
2.09d 
rom the above summary of results the 
be formed 
1) Increase 


nsider 


1.20d 42.6 


following conclusions 


in capital expenditure expressed as a 
ably lower than expansion in sales of gas 


percentage 


Thus, capital 
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per million cu.ft. sold has decreased substantially as sales of gas 
increased. 


(2) While cost of coal per ton at pit has risen by approximately 
145% and at gas-works, including handling at works, by 118.6% 
since 1935-36, the average price of gas sold has only increased 
by 8.35%. This indicates that the increase in sales of gas is a 
most important factor in keeping down the price of gas. Of 
course, there are a number of other contributing factors. 


(3) While sales of gas have increased by 85%, the amount 
paid in interest and dividends by the whole group of gas companies 
has only increased by 6%. It will be agreed that this is a very 
modest increase, particularly having regard to the fact that the 
companies had to increase their capital employed by £463,968 
or more by 15.4% to cope with the increase in the sales of gas. 
Incidentally, no less than about £1,000,000 of capital expenditure 
was paid out of revenue during the period in question. 


(4) It is noteworthy that interest and capital charges have 
decreased from 2.09d. to 1.20d. per therm of gas sold. Had the 
cost of this item remained the same per therm of gas sold the com- 
panies would have distributed £133,087 per annum more in interest 
and dividends.. The lower cost of this item has played a notable 
part in the very small increase in the average price of gas sold in 
spite of great advances in the price of coal, materials and wages. 


Accordingly, based upon personal experience, the writer has 
no doubt that private enterprise when functioning efficiently can 
be very successful, but not if it is run independently in small units. 
In that case the proposition is too small to afford the cost of 
engaging competent people to run such concerns, 


The Woolworth Organization 


Thus, to use a well known example, if each of Woolworth’s 
shops were owned by different people working independently, these 
would never have been more successful than the average local 
shop. It has been the combination of very large numbers all 
purchasing in bulk and working together, while employing the 
most competent people in all branches of its organization that has 
made the Company the amazing success it has been. It has indeed 
enabled this Company to distribute no less than 780% in dividends 
and bonuses on its Ordinary Capital of £7,500,000 since it com- 
menced operations 15 years ago, and yet it has sold its goods at 
extraordinarily low prices. 


It is doubtful whether the most enthusiastic pro-nationalizer 
would claim that any Government could have been as successful 
as Woolworth had they started similar shops in every part of the 
country. 

To persuade 1,000 gas undertakings to work together as one 
organization would be an impossible proposition, however 
persuasive the scheme put forward and however able the organiza- 
tion. 


A considerable amount of compulsion would be essential and 
this is where the Government could be of great service if its sole 
intention, as is its real duty, is to give the whole community the 
best possible and cheapest supply of gas with the wide range of 
by-products that goes with it. 


It is with this object in view that the writer has set out the 
above scheme as a half-way house between 100% nationalization 
and private enterprise. Under this scheme the Government could 
always have the last word, but if the right men were chosen to 
control the scheme they would never have any reason to be othér 
than very satisfied with their investment or the acumen which 
they had shown. 

It would avoid the extremely difficult and highly contentious 
necessity of settling the payment to be made to the present owners 
of the gas undertakings. This bristles with difficulties and could 
only leave behind it the rancour and bitterness of scores of 
thousands of shareholders in gas companies and ratepayers in the 
towns where gas undertakings are owned by the municipalities. 

The scheme outlined would make the State a part owner of the 
Gas Industry and of an Industry which can fulfil to the letter what 
Mr. Shinwell himself stated in Parliament was a great personal 
wish—See Hansard for Mar. 16, 1945, where these words 
appear :— 

“If I had the dictatorial power myself, I mean real power, -the 
sort of dictatorial power we would like to assume on certain 
occasions in order to get something done, I would have prevented 
the burning of raw coal in this country. From a standpoint of 
health and of fuel conservation it would be one of the finest 
reforms in which this country has ever been engaged, if one could 
prevent the burning of coal in its raw state. This is the essential 
point—we should not waste our resources but use them efficiently.” 

The Gas Industry exists to carry out the high ideals expressed 
above 

Finally. this scheme would leave in the Industry apart from the 
shareholders who have supported it through good and bad times 
ilike. many able men among the Directors and Committees of 
the gas undertakings, all of whom would necessarily leave the 


Industry if their undertakings were nationalized 
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While the coal stock position is still causing anxiety, deliveries 
have improved, and present stocks are approximately equal to 
those of last year. 


Coal Industry Nationalization Bill 


The Coal Industry Nationalization Bill provides for the transfer 
of the existing colliery companies to public ownership, and sets 
up a National Coal Board, consisting of a Chairman and eight 
other members charged with the duties of (a) working and getting 
coal in Great Britain; (b) securing the efficient development of the 
Coal Mining Industry; and (c) making supplies of coal available 
in such quantities and at such prices as may seem to them best 
calculated to further the public interests. The Minister of Fuel 
and Power is empowered to give directions as to the exercise and 
performance by the Board of its functions. The Board is to act, 
with the approval of the Minister, in framing programmes of 
reconstruction and development involving substantial outlay on 
capital account and in the exercise and performance of their 
functions as to training, education and research. The only pro- 
tection afforded consumers is the establishment of an Industrial 
Coal Consumers’ Council and a Domestic Coal Consumers’ 
Council. The Industrial Coal Consumers’ Council has to consider 
any matter affecting the sale or supply of industrial coal and, where 
action appears to them to be requisite, to notify its conclusions 
to the Ministry. It has to consider and report to the Minister on 
any matter which may be referred to them by him. 

A large number of amendments, practically none of which were 
accepted by the Minister, although he promised to consider some, 
were moved on behalf of Public Utility Undertakings, as repre- 
sented by the Conjoint Conference of Public Utility Associations. 


Gas Oil 


The subsidy on gas oil has been continued for the six months 
ending October, 1946. The Gas Industry Oil Committee is con- 
sidering the submission of a revised basis for the grant of the 
subsidy, which while continuing to promote the use of gas oil 
would enable all gas undertakings to participate. 

Owing to the proposed nationalization of the coal industry 
and of the iron and steel industry, the proposals of the British 
Coking Industry Association of December, 1945, as to the basis 
of future contracts for the supply and purchase of coke oven gas, 
have not been further negotiated between the British Gas Council 
and the Association 


Benzole 


Negotiations to secure an increase in the price of motor benzole 
were concluded by a notification from the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power of an advance of 4d. per gallon from June 11, 1945. The 
Benzole Committee has considered a letter from the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power of September, 1945, in regard to the Benzole 
Recovery Plant General Direction, 1945, and stating that a reduc- 
tion in the price of benzole was under consideration. The follow- 
ing recommendations of the Committee thereon are being con- 
sidered by the Ministry :— 

(a) That there was no justification for any reduction in the price 
of benzole so long as controls existed, including control of the 
price of coal. 

(b) That the price of benzole should be retaained at not less than 
its present figure until those Undertakings who had put in recovery 
plants during the last few years, at the urgent request of the 
Ministry, had had an opportunity of recovering the costs incurred. 

(c) That any lowering of the price of benzole would be followed 
by serious reduction in its production. 

(d) That the present shortage of coal and labour would con- 
siderably reduce benzole production. 

The Benzole Committee has given consideration to the pro- 
visions in the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1945, designed to give effect 
to the principal recommendations contained in the Report of the 
Hydrocarbon Oil Duties Committee and to the Hydrocarbon 
Oils Regulation, No. 1648, which lays down the procedure for im- 
plementing the concessions granted by the Act. The recommenda- 
tions in the Report were that chemical manufacturers should be 
allowed to receive, without payment of duty, as raw material for 
chemical synthesis, any imported hydrocarbon oil and that an 
allowance, equal to the duty payable on the importation of like 
oils, should be granted in respect of hydrocarbon oils produced 
from indigenous material and received by a chemical manufacturer 
as raw material for chemical synthesis. 


War Damage 


The delay, partly attributable to the congestion of Parliamentary 
business, in introducing the legislation necessary to authorize a 
Public Utility War Damage Scheme, has been a matter of concern 
to the War Damage Committee of the Council, no less than to 
member undertakings. The Government having expressed its 
intention of effecting a settlement with the least possible delay, a 
preliminary questionnaire was issued by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power to all undertakings in November, 1945, for the purpose 
of obtaining an approximate estimate of the global amount of 
damage suffered by the Gas Industry as a whole. Subsequently, 
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at the request of the Ministry, the War Damage Committee estab- 
lished a Sub-Committee to settle with the representatives of fhe 
Treasury and of the Ministry the detailed information it will be 
necessary to obtain from individual undertakings, to enable the 
precise amount of their War Damage claims to be accurately ascer- 
tained, A Bill will then be introduced fixing the amount to 
be paid by the Treasury, and the sum to be borne by the Industry, 
which sum will be apportioned among all undertakings on a basis 
to be agreed by the Council. 

In order to give preliminary guidance to undertakings desiring 
to make some reserve against their liability to pay War Damage 
Contributions, the Council advised member undertakers in 
January, 1946, that, upon the facts then ascertainable, the total 
liability would be approximately 0.75 pence per therm for the 
average sales per annum, over the four financial years of the under- 
taking ended 1941, 1942, 1943 and 1944, sales in bulk to other 
undertakings being excluded, 

After reviewing taxation, rating, and legislation, the report 
continues : 

During the year the Finance Committee have made a detailed 
review, upon which they have taken profesional advice, of the 
accounting systems of both the British Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion and the National Gas Council, with the object of establishing 
a sound accounting organization for the British Gas Council when 
it takes the place of these bodies. Mr. C. A. Smith has been 
appointed Accountant to the Council, which has already co- 
ordinated the finance and accounting of the constituent Associations. 
Matters relating to the establishment and housing of the British 
Gas Council have been dealt with by the Staff Re-organization 
Committee, which was set up by the Executive Board, and has 
met regularly to deal with present and future requigements, par- 
ticularly as to the co-ordination of salaries and conditions of 
service, 

The work of the Federation of Gas Employers is the subject of 
a separate annual report. It has maintained co-operation with 
other employers’ organizations and with the British Employers 
Confederation, while its effective collaboration with the Trade 
Unions remains unimpaired, Dr. A. B, Badger will succeed Mr. 
S. S. Ogilvie as Manager of the Federation on July 1. 

Close collaboration has been maintained with other national 
organizations serving the Gas Industry, with the Conjoint Con- 
ference of Public Utility Associations and, through that body. 
with the central Associations of the water, electricity and road 
transport -industries. On several matters relating to Bills intro- 
duced by the Government, joint representations have been made 
to the appropriate Ministries by the Conjoint Conference, the 
Dock and Harbour Authorities Association and the Canals 
Association. 

The Council acknowledges the cordial co-operation it has 
received from many other national organizations. 


The Future 


The year to which this report relates has in many respects been 
a year of disillusionment. Peace has come without prosperity. 
In the period of transition, the lack of definite information as to 
the Government plans for the future of the Gas Industry has 
produced much disquieting uncertainty. There never was a clearer 
call for the national guidance and leadership of the Industry. It 
is not only inevitable but appropriate that so much_ attention 
should be devoted to the internal organization of the Council, in 
order to ensure that nothing shall be lacking in its ability to act 
as the efficient guide and leader of the industry in the difficult days 
that lie ahead. 


Blackburn Corporation has been asked by Withnell District 
Council to consider the question of purchasing the Withnell gas 
undertaking. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Gas 
Committee are to report to their members on the scheme. 


Ltd.—The 44th annual report and accounts show a 
trading profit for the year ended Dec. 31, 1945, including dividends 
and interest received, of £33,030, compared with £25,945 for the 
previous year. The net amount carried to profit and loss appro- 

riation account was £8,435, against £7,427, to which was added a 
Cohaes of £16,068 brought forward. After transferring £2,000 to 
reserve fund and providing for preference dividend, a dividend of 
10% on Ordinary shares has been declared, compared with 74% 
for the previous year, leaving a balance of £16,603 to be carried 
forward. 

Peterborough Town Council has approved the erection by the 
Gas Company of a new 150 ft. high gasholder. Before granting 
its approval the Council discussed the zsthetic aspects. It was 
stated that while the Ministry of Fuel and Power was pressing the 
Company to proceed with the holder to meet urgent gas demands. 
the Ministry of Town and Country Planning had called attention 
to the skyline and the relation between the proposed holder anc 
the 120 ft. high cathedral. In answer to opposition, it was pointed 
out that the holder would seldom be full except in the early morn- 
ing. and few people would ever see it when it was anything like 
150 ft. high. 
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uncil, in regard to the hot water supply the ideal method is to instal 
a. a EWART Geyser—a Multi-point or Single-point—for hot 
, water instantaneously at any time of the day or night. Simple 
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he Gas a more efficient hot water system is assured. Full details 
gladly sent on request. 


\ tll The Ge is th i 
ds yser is the only Gas Appliance that provides 
Paar ane INSTANTANEOUS Hot Water. 4 
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ets get down to Earth 


; wy Trees, like other things, begin life dependent upon the foundation upon which they 
are set. ‘To get down to earth’ then, Gibbons are much the same—their unparalleled 
knowledge of the Gas Industry achieved by steady growth over a century provides a 
solid foundation for new development—new planning and new experiments. Gibbons 
have already begun their reconstruction—new ideas and new experiments are on the 
way, and their team of technical experts each in their own particular branch, are 
confident they can work co-operatively with your future problems. 

Don’t hesitate to call in Gibbons now, whatever your problem may be. 


Gibbons latest type Horizontal 
Chamber Carbonising Plant 
(Patented) 

24 tons Coal throughout per 
Unit of 12 Chambers/Diem. 
11 ewt. Coke for sale. Suitable 
for processing any quality of 
gas coals, 


Gibbons Bros. Ltd., Dibdale Works, Dudley. Phone: Dudley 3141 (P.A.B.X.) Grams: “Gibbons, Lower Gornal” 





June 19, 1946 GAS JOURNAL 


GIBB OND 


London Office: 151-6 Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W.1. Telephones: WHItehall 6417-8 and 8359 


M.W.267 





GAS JOURNAL 


Sek Pea 


RANALAH LIMITED, 5, QUEEN ANNE’S. GATE, LONDON, S.W.I: WHITEHALL 8369 





June 19, 1946 GAS JOURNAL 


An Alternative to Nationalization 


The Heyworth Report 


By G. M. GILL, 
M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., M.Inst.Gas E. 
(Continued from p. 969) 


seven industrial areas as set out clearly in the Factual Report 

prepared by the British Gas Federation and as here reproduced. 
These seven areas account for 72% of the whole of the gas 
consumption in Great Britain. 


I: is suggested that the first sections to be tackled would be the 


MAIN AREAS OF GAS SUPPLY 


Gas sold in each area 
in 1937 shown as per- 
centage of total sold 
in Great Britain 

. London tis NG — an 

. South Lancashire and Cheshire ... 

. West Riding and Chesterfield 

. Birmingham ae aN 

. Industrial Scotland 

. North East Coast ... 

. Industrial South Wales 


— GD 
NN 
o 


= PAX IGON 
WwowNnwoow 


72.0 


In these industrial areas the works are not widely spaced and 
therefore the interlinking mains would not be very great in length, 
while the gas supplied in bulk would be considerable. 

As it was suggested in the preceding article that 6% of the gas 
would still be made by individual gas-works in isolated areas it 
follows that 22% per cent. of the whole quantity of gas would be 
consumed in areas outside these seven industrial zones, but yet 
in partly industrial and partly residential areas. 

Thus large towns such as Bristol, Bath, Oxford, Reading, 
Gloucester, Cheltenham, Southampton, Portsmouth, Plymouth, 


Brighton, Cambridge, Northampton, Norwich, Leicester, Lincoln, 
Carlisle, Aberdeen, Dundee, and Perth, and many others of large 
size would fall within the category estimated to supply 22% of all 
the gas in the country. 


Examples of Successful Interlinking 


To develop these and the surrounding areas, it is probable that 
the Control Board would require these undertakings, many of 
considerable size, to lay mains to the surrounding gas undertakings 
of smaller size. This has already been done on a fair scale by 
a number of companies, of which the following are examples :— 


ANNUAL SALES IN MILLIONS Cu.Ft. 
1928 1944 
268 1,191 
128 436 

4,912 14,147 


771 ~=:1,996 
549 = 1,206 
4,937 10,799 
910 1,614 
2,244 3,957 


Increase 
344.4 
240.6 
188.0 


158.9 
119.6 
118.7 
79.1 
76.3 
932 70.3 

1,184 1,996 68.5 


An excellent example of a striking success by manufacture in 
bulk and distribution by interlinking mains to a number of gas 
companies whose works were shut down, is that of the West 
Yorkshire Distribution Company, sponsored by the United 
Kingdom Gas Corporation. Such interlinking mains in industrial 
and other areas should prove highly profitable, as all experience 
goes to show that gas sales are more easily and quickly developed 
in this way than in any other. In short, the small undertaking in 
the small town cannot as a general rule compete in results with 
the large undertaking which extends its mains into the surrounding 
small towns and villages. 

The writer’s own experience in the Seven Valley and Gas 
Consolidation Group with 22 undertakings whose works were shut 
down to take bulk supplies, bears eloquent testimony to what. is 
stated above. Thus:— 

22 works were shut down and supplied in bulk. 

200 miles of interlinking mains were laid. 

Total annual sales of gas before these works were shut down 

549,000,000 cu.ft. per annum. 

Total annual sales of gas after these works were shut down 

2,058,000,000 cu.ft. per annum. 

This interlinking extended over a period of 17 years, mostly 
in the latter part of the period. To a large extent the interlinking 
mains were of small size, viz., 6 in. or less, with resulting low 
capital cost. 

A number of gasholders were built at or adjacent to the works 
shut down as in many cases the existing storage was quite in- 
row ar to handle the large increase in sales anticipated and later 
realized. 


Swindon eet 

Wellington (Salop) 

Sheffield a Bee: $a oe 

Uxbridge, Maidenhead, Wycombe and 
District ae - ae as 

Cheltenham Mai “on 

Newcastle-on-Tyne_.... si yi 

Rochester, Chatham and Gillingham 

Bournemouth ... ve ive a 

Torquay : 

Bath er 


Scope for Expansion of Gas Sales 


In these areas there was nothing different from what exists in 
scores of similar areas in this country. In the majority of cases 
these were ordinary residential districts where the people were 
hungry for a good and adequate gas supply and service and such 
as can only be given by undertakings of sufficient size, well 
managed, and supplying good gas at a reasonable price. 

If the laying of 200 miles of small interlinking mains over a 
period of 17 years can bring about an increase of 275% in sales 
of gas, or in quantity from 549,000,000-2,058,000,000 cu.ft. per 
annum, then why should not one hundred times this amount of 
interlinking, that is in mains capacity and length, result in an 
increase of one hundred times in the quantity of gas sold, ‘.e., 
about 151,000 million cu.ft. per annum, or an increase of 40% 
in the total gas sold by the Industry. ; 

Critics will say: Yes, you could do that in those small areas 
because the scope for increased sales was so great, but you could 
not do it in the larger areas where gas has already been developed 
to a considerable extent. : 

The answer to such a critic would be that there are still 762 
gas undertakings making in all only about 48,906 million cu.ft. per 
annum, or selling approximately 13% only of the total gas sold in 
England, Wales and Scotland. Further, there were in 1939 approxi- 
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are required—thus conserving iron in the present shortage 
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mately 200 undertakings, some of considerable size, which were 
then selling less or little more gas than they were in 1922. Conse- 
quently, there would still appear to be ample scope for largely 
increased sales of gas in many large and small residential and 
industrial areas throughout the whole country. 


Another critic would say: What is the good of taking bulk 
supply mains into a small town where the works is to be shut 
down unless you also ensure that energetic and proper methods 
are adopted to give service and sell additional gas ? 


This is quite true. Consequently, it would be the duty of the 
Control: Board to insist upon live and up-to-date methods being 
employed in all these outlying districts. Their powers in this 
respect would be complete in all cases where the local undertaking 
did not provide for giving skilled and good service and at a reason- 
able price to their consumers. Such powers have already been 
discussed, and consequently, undertakings which persisted in bad 
operation would be compulsorily purchased in the same way but 
without the same reason that 123 gas companies’ undertakings 
were compulsorily purchased between the years 1870 and 1922 by 
the local municipalities. In these cases, municipalities had the 
right to purchase their local gas companies, either by agreement, 
or failing that, by arbitration. 


Modernization Increases Employment 


There will, of course, be critics of any scheme of modernization 
from the standpoint of unemployment resulting from the shutting 
down of works. Such criticism would be based upon a mis- 
apprehension as there is much evidence to show that as the 
result of the shutting down of old-fashioned and wasteful works 
there is before long a greater demand for additional employees, 
both directly and indirectly. 


In this connexion, the writer satisfied himself upon this point 
recently in a case in which six small works were shut down and 
gas was supplied in bulk. These small gas companies were 
employing 19 persons in all on the works and district. In due 
course the gas sold was increased by eight times, while the persons 
directly employed increased to 70, and to many more if indirect 
employment be taken into account. Thus, these companies became 
very active buyers of gas appliances, mains, service pipes and of 
material of considerable variety, all finding much employment 
elsewhere. 


Regionalization 


Some readers will ask : Why has the writer not dealt with the 
question of regionalization? The answer is that he considers the 
proposed Control Board should have a free hand to organize 
the methods of controlling the Industry. It would be unwise to 
tie their hands and insist beforehand upon some definite system. 


Doubtless the Board would employ regional or divisional officials 
who would have definite responsibilities under the Control Board. 
If the Board is to have pre-eminent authority and be of the high 
calibre clearly indicated and necessary, then it should be allowed 
to formulate its own scheme of organization, for the success of 
which it would be responsible. 


Given the right Control Board to operate a scheme as explained 
above, there should be rapid strides in the sales of gas. As many 
of us know, gas can readily be sold if the correct methods be 
employed. 


The war showed how great were the benefits in factories which 
used large quantities of gas to increase production and, above all, 
quality in products with a minimum of wastage. 


Severn Valley and Gas Consolidation Group 


Actual results of what has been done in typical cases are more 
impressive than expressions of opinions and therefore the writer 
sets out below what has been achieved by the Severn Valley and 
Gas Consolidation Group since operations were started in 1934 :— 


At Acquisition 

During 6 years 

before the War 
1934 to 1940 
£3,003,903 
19,408,268 
4099.45 


£732.7 


Increase 
At Dec, 1944 or 
or June 1945 Decrease 


£3,467,871 +15.4 
35,888,708 + 84.9 
7595.27 +85.2 
£456.6 =Sil 
10.77d. 


£179,349 


Outstanding debt 

Sale of gas (therms) 

Sale of gas cu.ft. (millions) 

Outstanding debt per million 
cu.ft. sold : ; 


Receipts for gas per therm 
sold ; 9.94d. 


+ 8.35 


+ 6.0 


Interest and dividend 
charges, &c., ... Sak 
Interest and = dividend 
charges, &c. per therm 
BOND <0. sae nee sis 2.09d. 1.20d. — 42.6 
From the above summary of results the following conclusions 
can be formed :— 
(1) Increase in capital expenditure expressed as a percentage 
is considerably lower than expansion in sales of gas. Thus, capital 


£169,104 
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per million cu.ft. sold has decreased substantially as sales of gas 
increased. 


(2) While cost of coal per ton at pit has risen by approximately 
145% and at gas-works, including handling at works, by 118.6% 
since 1935-36, the average price of gas sold has only increased 
by 8.35%. This indicates that the increase in sales of gas is a 
most important factor in keeping down the price of gas. Of 
course, there are a number of other contributing factors. 


(3) While sales of gas have increased by 85%, the amount 
paid in interest and dividends by the whole group of gas companies 
has only increased by 6%. It will be agreed that this is a very 
modest increase, particularly having regard to the fact that the 
companies had to increase their capital employed by £463,968 
or more by 15.4% to cope with the increase in the sales of gas. 
Incidentally, no less than about £1,000,000 of capital expenditure 
was paid out of revenue during the period in question. 


(4) It is noteworthy that interest and capital charges have 
decreased from 2.09d. to 1.20d. per therm of gas sold. Had the 
cost of this item remained the same per therm of gas sold the com- 
panies would have distributed £133,087 per annum more in interest 
and dividends. The lower cost of this item has played a notable 
part in the very small increase in the average price of gas sold in 
spite of great advances in the price of coal, materials and wages. 


Accordingly, based upon personal experience, the writer has 
no doubt that private enterprise when functioning efficiently can 
be very successful, but not if it is run independently in small units. 
In that case the proposition is too small to afford the cost of 
engaging competent people to run such concerns. 


The Woolworth Organization 


Thus, to use a well known example, if each of Woolworth’s 
shops were owned by different people working independently, these 
would never have been more successful than the average local 
shop. It has been the combination of very large numbers all 
purchasing in bulk and working together, while employing the 
most competent people in all branches of its organization that has 
made the Company the amazing success it has been. It has indeed 
enabled this Company to distribute no less than 780% in dividends 
and bonuses on its Ordinary Capital of £7,500,000 since it com- 
menced operations 15 years ago, and yet it has sold its goods at 
extraordinarily low prices. 


It is doubtful whether the most enthusiastic pro-nationalizer 
would claim that any Government could have been as successful 
as Woolworth had they started similar shops in every part of the 
country. 

To persuade 1,000 gas undertakings to work together as one 
organization would be an impossible proposition, however 
persuasive the scheme put forward and however able the organiza- 
tion. 


A considerable amount of compulsion would be essential and 
this is where the Government could be of great service if its sole 
intention, as is its real duty, is to give the whole community the 
best possible and cheapest supply of gas with the wide range of 
by-products that goes with it. 


It is with this object in view that the writer has set out the 
above scheme as a half-way house between 100% nationalization 
and private enterprise. Under this scheme the Government could 
always have the last word, but if the right men were chosen to 
control the scheme they would never have any reason to be other 
than very satisfied with their investment or the acumen which 
they had shown. 

It would avoid the extremely difficult and highly contentious 
necessity of settling the payment to be made to the present owners 
of the gas undertakings. This bristles with difficulties and could 
only leave behind it the rancour and bitterness of scores of 
thousands of shareholders in gas companies and ratepayers in the 
towns where gas undertakings are owned by the municipalities. 

The scheme outlined would make the State a part owner of the 
Gas Industry and of an Industry which can fulfil to the letter what 
Mr. Shinwell himself stated in Parliament was a great personal 
wish—See Hansard for Mar. 16, 1945, where these words 
appear :— 

“If I had the dictatorial power myself, I mean real power, the 
sort of dictatorial power we would like to assume on certain 
occasions in order to get something done, I would have prevented 
the burning of raw coal in this country. From a standpoint of 
health and of fuel conservation it would be one of the finest 
reforms in which this country has ever been engaged, if one could 
prevent the burning of coal in its raw state. This is the essential 
point—we should not waste our resources but use them efficiently.” 

The Gas Industry exists to carry out the high ideals expressed 
above. 

Finally, this scheme would leave in the Industry apart from the 
shareholders who have supported it through good and bad times 
alike, many able men among the Directors and Committees of 
the gas undertakings, all of whom would necessarily leave the 
Industry if their undertakings were nationalized. 
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On the London Stock Exchange 


Shares of the majority of companies associated with the Gas 
Industry have received their full quota of attention on the London 
Stock Exchange during the past month. A few have reacted from 
high levels recently established, but, at the same time, fresh high 
records were achieved by a number of others. 

Among highest-priced shares, the £1 Ordinary issue of Tube 
Investments, Ltd., the parent company of Bromford Tubes, 
changed hands at one time as high as £6/4—.e., nearly 9s. better, 
a new record price, but closed unaltered on the month at £6}. 
This year’s low is 55%. Thos. De La Rue £1 Ordinary were also 
a feature in this respect and closed over £1 better at £124 (1946 
low £933). Business in these two issues was always easy of 
immediate completion up to several hundred share amounts. 
Similar conditions, however, did not prevail for International 
Combusion £1 Ordiriary, controlling company of Riley Stoker Co. 
and of Hall Boiler Co., which closed at the fresh high level of 
£94—i.e., nearly £1 better, only selling orders being possible of 
outright completion. The 1946 low for this last-named concern 
is £8;%. The same reports were made for Glover & Main £1 
Ordinary which finished at their existing high level of 87s. 6d.— 
oe better on the month. Glover & Main’s low for 1946 
is 82s. 6d. 

Among medium-priced issues, Radiation £1 Ordinary closed 
3s. better at 66s. 6d., a fresh high level, with orders up to several 
thousand shares generally easy of outright transaction with a rela- 
tively small difference between buying and selling figures. Their 
low for 1946 is 57s. 6d. Similar characteristics were displayed by 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., the company which controls 
Amal, Ltd., and Welsbach Light, Ltd., the £1 Ordinary class of 
which closed unaltered at 45s., their current highest price, after 
having changed hands down to 43s. 14d. in the meantime. This 
share’s lowest for 1946 was 39s. 3d. A high degree of market- 
ability was also displayed by General Electric £1 Ordinary, which 
gained 3s. to the fresh high record price of 106s.—13s. 6d. above 
their lowest for the present year. Another medium-priced 
share which recorded a fresh high level was Whessoe Foundry 5s. 
Units, which closed nearly 9s. to the good at 47s. 9d., their lowest 
in respect of 1946 being 36s. 6d. Business in Allied Ironfounders 
£1 Ordinary, which finished 1s. 3d. higher at 59s. 3d., was not quite 
so freely transactable as during the preceding month, being con- 
fined to around 500 shares outright. It might be noted that 
the annual report for this concern is due in July, that last year a 
final dividend of 74%, less tax, was paid, a profit of £214,362 
having been earned. Allied Ironfounders issued capital consists 
of £1,741,399 in £1 Ordinary shares, plus £994,591 in £1 7% 
Cumulative Preference shares. There are no Debentures out- 
standing and the lowest price for 1946 is 53s. 3d. 

Business in Broom & Wade 5s. Ordinary, which closed 6d. lower 
at 31s. 6d. (1946, high 32s., low 25s. 3d.) continued to be easy of 
completion up to one thousand share amounts. Similar reports 
were made for Peter Brotherhood 10s. Ordinary which closed 6d. 
higher at 38s. (1946 low 35s. 9d.). Among other lower-priced 
shares, a reduced degree of marketability was evident for 
Parkinson & Cowan £1 Ordinary which closed at 17s. 6d.— 
ls. down on the month, and 2s. down from their high for 1946, 
after having officially changed hands down to the fresh low level 
of 15s. on the recently announced reduced dividend. The report 
for another lower-priced share, Sydney Flavel, Ltd., received its 
share of publicity in the Financial Press, but this was without 
noteworthy reaction on the floor of the Stock Exchange. The 
4s. Ordinary shares closed unaltered at 16s. 6d. (1946, high 17s. 3d., 
low 16s. 3d.) with one thousand share orders easy of outright com- 
pletion. At the meeting, the chairman, Mr. W. Arnold Jackson, 
reported that the changeover to peace conditions had brought 
difficulties. Until August, 1945, the company was engaged almost 
exclusively in the manufacture of war stores, but since then can- 
cellation of war contracts had taken place. The turnover in gas 
appliances had not been so great as could have been wished, this 
being largely due to difficulties which were being experienced by 
the light castings industry. Every effort was being made to over- 
come these difficulties, and his company was well advanced with 
the design for a new all steel cooker which would greatly facilitate 
production. This cooker should be in the course manufac- 
ture during the next few months, and then sales should show a 
marked increase. Similar degrees of marketability were enjoyed 
by Oxley Engineering 5s. Ordinary which closed unchanged at 
lls. 6d., after having been dealt in as low as 10s. 3d. in the 
meantime, a fresh low level. The 1946 high for these shares is 
12s. 

Among lowest-priced shares, Barton & Sons 5s. Ordinary 
closed a shade lower at 9s. 9d. (1946 high and low 10s. 14d. and 
7s. 9d. respectively) with orders up to several thousand shares still 
easy of outright completion with only a threepenny difference 
between buying and selling prices. Elsewhere, Leeds Fireclay 10s. 
Ordinary finished at their existing high level of 10s. 9d., their 
lowest for 1946 being 6s., with business up to one thousand shares 
also easy of outright transaction. The same reports were made 
for Rippingilles 5s. Ordinary which closed 6d. better at 9s., a fresh 
high level (1946 lowest 7s. 104d.), and for William Neill (St. 
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Helens) 2s. Ordinary which closed substantially unaltered at 6s., 
after having changed hands down to the fresh low level of 
= 71 in the meanwhile. William Neill’s highest for 1946 is 
S. , 

Dealings in Ewarts 5s. Ordinary continued to be largely a matter 
of negotiation around 6s. and for the 10s. Preference class of 
the same company around 19s. 6d. The 1946 high and low for 
these two shares are 8s. 9d. and 3s. 9d. and 23s. 9d. and 17s. 6d. 
respectively. Difficult dealing conditions were also reported for 
W. H. Dean & Sons 5s. Ordinary which were nominally priced 
around 22s., for Gas Purification and Chemical £1 Ordinary which 
were approximately valued around 24s., and for Hick Hargreaves 


- £1 Ordinary. around 36s. 3d. But here, the difficulties were all 


one way in that no shares were on offer—but they were easy of 
placing in fairly large amounts. It might be noted that the annual 
report for Hick Hargreaves is due next month. 


A Correction 


In our report on thé centenary celebrations of the Harrogate 
Gas Company and the Yeadon and Guiseley Gas Company 
(“ JOURNAL ” of June 5, p. 926) we quoted Colonel W. M. Carr as 
saying : “The Government had decided upon the nationalization 
of the Industry. What that meant he did not quite know, and 
he did not believe His Majesty’s Government quite knew. The 
Civil Service were determined they were going to control them, 
and he had not the slightest doubt they would do so. The great 
danger lay in the removal of that very healthy competition which 
had existed between gas, electricity, coal and oil. This had been 
the great safeguard of the Company.” The last word should be 
“* public ”°—not “ Company.” 


Bilston Gas Light and Coke Company has declared interim 
dividends on the Ordinary shares at the rate of 5s. per share, actual, 
less tax, on the “A” shares and 3s. 6d. per share, actual, less tax, 
on the “B” shares. These dividends are the same as that paid 
in the previous financial year. 


Blackburn Gas Committee has decided to install a new 
carburetted water gas plant of 1,500,000 cu.ft. per day capacity, 
with automatically operated and charged self-clinkering plant, 
combined with waste heat boiler plant, at the Greenbank Works 
at a cost of £35,000 to meet the increased demand for gas. The 
plant is to be supplied by Humphreys and Glasgow, Ltd. 


Walsall Gas mt’s Annual Report for the year ended 
Mar. 31 has not yet been published, but it is known that the out- 
standing feature of the year’s working is the large increase in the 
‘quantity of gas sent out. During the past winter the undertaking 
successfully met all the extra demands for gas and the output for 
the five weeks ended Mar. 31 was 123.6% higher than for the 
corresponding period in 1940. 


Investigation has shown that the recent collapse of the bridge 
carrying a 20-in. trunk main and other pipes across a disused mill 
lodge from the retort house to the condensers at Darwen (Lanca- 
shire) gas-works was due to fatigue of metal and concealed 
corrosion in the structure. The bridge was 65 years old and was 
supporting a load of approximately one quarter of what it should 
have been able to take when erected. 


A Series of Cookery Demonstrations to help the national food 
economy campaign has attracted large attendances at the show- 
rooms of the Newport (Mon.) Gas Company. Arranged by Alfred 
Bird & Sons, Ltd., in conjunction with the Gas Company, the 
demonstrations were opened by the Mayoress of Newport, Mrs. R. 
Hayward, and a varied selection of dishes was prepared by Miss D. 
Hoskins, of Bird’s Domestic Science Department, and Miss F. 
Davies, the Gas Company’s demonstrator. 


Resulting from a recent announcement by Radiation, Ltd., on 
the Braille Regulo and Cooking Chart, for use with certain types 
of New World gas cookers, enquiries are being received from 
blind people at the rate of one a week. A particularly interesting 
request for information has ‘been sent in Braille from Calcutta. 
So that blind enquirers can read the replies without further assist- 
ance, arrangements have been made with the National Institute 
for the Blind to translate them into Braille. 


The Ministry of Fuel and Power has indicated that as the sug- 
gested scheme of extensions to the Oswald Street Gas-Works, 
Burnley, would have to be considered in relation to the coke oven 
gas programme for the whole region, the Department could not 
come to a definite decision on the Burnley proposals until the 
relative merits of the two proposals had been considered from the 
national fuel standpoint. The extensions are estimated to cost 
£239,450. The proposed scheme of extension was formulated 
following the receipt of a letter from the Lancashire Foundry Coke 
Co., Ltd., giving three years’ notice to terminate the supply of 
coke oven gas to the Corporation. 
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ideas in architecture to the principal buildings 
of the Gas Works is shown in this design of 
the carbonizing plant to be built at the Egerton 


Street Works of the Salford Gas Department. 


WEST'S 


GAS IMPROVEMENT 


CO., LTD. Miles Platting, MANCHESTER 10 


Telephone: Collyhurst 2961-2-3-4-5. 
Telegrams : Stoker, Manchester. 


London Office : Columbia House, Aldwych, W.C.2 
Telephone : Holborn 4108-9. 
Telegrams : WESGASCO, ESTRAND. 
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GAS PRODUCTS PRICES—STOCKS AND SHARES 


The London Market 
June 17. 


The only change to report in the prices of |free on rails at Sellers’ Works. 


Coal Tar products refers to the prices for 
Anthracene. 


In this connection a new Government 
Order has been issued authorising increases 
in the prices for Crude Anthracene. 


The Order in question is the Coal Tar 
Products Prices Order, 1946, S.R. & O., 1946, 
No. 752. 


The prices to be charged for Crude 


Anthracene are increased to 10d. per unit for | 


material delivered to dyestuffs manufac- 
turers and to 9d. per unit in other cases, 
that is to say prices are increased by 2d. per 
unit. These prices are for material of which 
delivery is taken elsewhere than at Sellers’ 
premises. 


The prices for Unrefined Crude Anthra- ; 


cene have also been increased by amounts 
varying from £1 2s. per ton for the grade 
15% but less*than 16%, to £3 14s. per ton 


Business in the stock markets was quiet 
but cheerful on the opening after the holiday 
and prices generally were inclined to harden. 
Towards the close of the week industrials 
were particularly firm and there was a heavy 
demand for leading store shares. 


Address your orders and enquiries for 
HUMIDINE 
The unique anti-corrosion paint 
for gasholder cuppings, etc. 
To the sole manufacturers 
ASPINALLS (PAINTS) LIMITED 
CARLETON SKIPTON — YORKS 


TOM CARRINGTON & CO. LTD. 
Lyndon Toolworks, West Bromwich. 
0517 (2 lines). 

“LYNDON” and “EGA-KUT” 
SCREWING TOOLS; 
TAPS; DIES; STOCKS ann DIES; 
GROUND THREAD TAPS 


T/N 


| 


| 


| 





| approval of the Coal Tar Control. 


for 35% but less than 40% material, the | 
new prices for these two grades being respec- 
tively £9 2s. per ton and £26 14s. per ton | 


The Provinces 
June 17. 
Average prices of gas-works products: | 


as creosote is concerned the bulk is required 
for essential purposes, at controlled prices. 
With regard to hydrocarbon oils, the prices 


' remain fixed, although there is more free- 


dom than was previously the case. 


Scotland 
June 15. 
There is little change to report and most 


Pitch, 70s. per ton; toluole, naked, North, | products are in short supply. Refined tar*: 


3s. 24d. Prices for carbolic acid 60's, | 
anthracene, creosote oil (hydrogenation), 
coal tar oils (timber preservation, &c.), and 
strained anthracene oil are controlled by | 
S. R. & O. 1943, 1538, and for naphthalene 
by S. R. & O. 1944, 1051. Prices for road | 
tar were increased by a _ half-penny per | 
gallon by S. R. & O. 1945, 229, under which | 
Order there was also an increase of 5s. per 
ton in the price for standard creosote-pitch | 
mixture. 


The bulk of the pitch produced in this 
country is required for home trade purposes, | 
but certain quantities are being sent at | 
higher prices to Allied countries with the | 
So far 





Gas stocks and shares were also well sup- 
ported and it is somewhat surprising that 
only the few upward price movements shown 
below were recorded. No quotations were 
changed in the Supplementary List or at any 
of the Provincial Exchanges. There was a 
good demand for Gas Light units and the 
price closed 6d. higher. 


TRADE CARDS 


as 
INSTRUMENTS 


Gas Flow Recorders and Indicators 
Pressure and Vacuum Recorders and Indicators 
Full Scale or Inclined Gauges 


co. LTD. 


WALKER, CR & 
CHELTENHAM, GLOS. Cheltenham 5172 


GRIFFITHS BROS. & CO. LTD. 


Mack’s Road, Bermondsey, London, S.E. 16. 
T/N BERmondsey 1151. T/A London Aquol, 
Phone, London. 

Paint, Enamel and Insulating Varnish Specia- 
liss. “FERRODOR” Metal Protection for 
protecting Gasholders and other Structural 
Works from the ravages of Corrosion. 


LOCOMOTIVES 


LOCOMOTIVES of all Sizes and Gauges specially constructed for 


Main and Branch Line 
Iron-Works, Brick and Cement Works, &c. 
sizes always in progress for early delivery. 


Contractors, Docks, Gas-Works, Collieries, 


Locomotives of various 


Photographs, Specifications, and prices on Application 
Atlas Locomotive Works, 


PECKETT & SONS, in; sristot. 


Telegraphic Address: ‘‘PECKETT BRISTOL.” 
London Representatives: FERQUSON & PALMER, 9, Victoria St., Westminster. 8.W.1 


90’s, 2s. 4d. to 2s, 63d. per gallon; pure, | Yield to the Distiller is 5d. per gallon, ex 


works, naked. Creosote oil: Timber pre- 
serving quality*, Sid. to 64d. per gallon; 
hydrogenation oil*, 53d. per gallon; low 
gravity or virgin oilt, 74d. to 74d. per gallon; 
benzol absorbing oil*, 64d. to 8d. per gallon. 
Refined cresylic acid* is 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. 
per gallon, ex works, naked, according to 
quality. Crude naphthat: 7d. to 8d. per 
gallon. Solvent naphtha*: Basic maximum 
prices delivered in bulk, 90/160 grade, 
2s. 10d. per gallon, and 90/190 heavy 
naphtha, unrectified, 2s. O0}d. per gallon; 
rectified, 2s. 4d. per gallon. Pyridinet: 90/ 
160 grade, 13s. per gallon, and 90/140 grade, 
15s. per gallon. 


* Price controlled. + Uncontrolled. 


OFFICIAL LIST. 


xd) 43/6—45/6 
xd 103—108 
xd 84 — 89 
we, _120—125 
...| 21/6—22/6 
-.. 101%4—10446 
w.| 122—127 
xd) 107—112 
wee) 12/9—13/9 
100—105 


Bombay = we 
Bournemouth 4 p.c. deb. 
Commercial 3 p.c. deb. 
Croydon 5 p.c. deb. ... 

Gas Light units id 

Do. 4p.c. pref. 

Montevideo ord. ied ned 
Plymouth & Stonehouse ord 
Primitiva Holdings ord. 


Tottenham 4 p.c. deb. xd 


BALDWINS 
Staffordshire Best Charcoal. 


HEAVILY COATED TINPLATES FOR 
GAS METERS. 


Richard Thomas & Baldwins Limited, 


Wilden Ironworks, Stourport-on-Severn, 
Worcs. 





JAMES WALKER & CO. LTD. 
“Lion” Works, Woking, Surrey. T/N Woking 
2432. T/A Lioncelle, Woking. 


“LION” Packings and Jointings for every 
Industry. We solve modern packing and 
jointing problems—it is our sole business. 
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A CORNER OF OUR 
STOCKYARD 


SIIPANNSTGIN 


SPUN CONCRETE 
LIGHTING STANDARDS 


THE STANTON IRONWORKS COMPANY LIMITED, NEAR NOTTINGHAM. 
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Copies in Stock. 
“GAS JOURNAL” CALENDAR & DIRECTORY, 1946 Edn. 21/- post free. 


“DOMESTIC UTILIZATION OF GAS,” (Part 2), Smith & Le Fevre. 5/6 post free. 
“THEORY OF INDUSTRIAL GAS HEATING,” Peter Lloyd. 7/6 post free. 
“Notes on HIGH PRESSURE GAS MAIN CONSTRUCTION,” R. J. Restall. 10/6 post free. 


WALTER KING, LTD., “Gas Journal” Offices, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 


UNDERPRESSURE ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 


UNDERPRESSURE | NORFOLK HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2 | CENTRAL ACTION 
CONNECTIONS ~ietstntind reigns DRILL STANDS 


SPLIT COLLARS Service Enquiries: TEMPLE BAR 2943. London Storehouse : SERVICE CLEANSERS 


SOCKET CLIPS VALE ROYAL, KING’S CROSS, W.C.2 


Everything for Gas and Waterworks Maintenance 





TOOLS, ETC. 


CONVEYORS, 
ELEVATORS, 
BUNKERS, ROOFS, 
HOISTS, Etc. 


COAL AND COKE 
SCREENING & SIZING 
PLANTS. 


RETORT SETTINGS 
PRODUCERS, FURNACES 
REPAIRS. 


| Saccmacn RELA LIne 


that our stocks of Natural Bog O 
Holland are intact, and In perfect con, Tin® for Sale to Conaumers. In: Bulk for Works Use. FE, §. JEAVONS & CO., LTD. 


dition. Shipments are arriving regu- Gas Engineers and Mainlayers, 


larly, and ad ay arg enquiries OXIDE OF IRON. TIPTON, STAFFS 


CAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL | REPAIRS 
COMPANY LIMITED BALE & CHURCH, LTD. | CUOcKWoRK CONTROLLERS for Public Lighe- 


| clockwork 
ESTABLISHED 1873 | 33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, £.c.3. | Slocks. Clochwor RED s and all kin 2 
PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD STREET, Telephone : Telegrams : TAINED. We ge and deliver within 20 miles < 


“ London. J. W. & R. E. Hucues (Clockwork 
LONDON, E.C. 2. | Mansion House 1156. Balefire, London.’ | 38, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1. Telephone: a): 
0134 


Telegrams : Telephone: | 
** Purification, Stock, London.” London Wall 5077 | P ATE NTS (= “CO NTRACTS OPE N 














‘PLANT, &e. . | MEWBURN, ELLIS & CO., | ony ae eanen 


G. MENT) 
RB TTED WATER GAS PLANT— 
cecerasitie (CHARTERED PATENT AGENTS ” DEWSBURY. ROAD WORKS 
'ENDERS are required for the delivery, e on 
FIRTH BLAKELEY, SONS & CO., LTD. | AND TRADE MARK AGENTS iT SS ee en recti - 


70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. le of } milli &. of Carburesved 
Vulcan tronworks, Church Fenton, | | Telegrams: “Patent, London.” ‘Phone: Holborn 0437 “capable xd ——— million cu. ft. 0 


orks. } And 3, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Full particulars can be obtained from the undersigned. 


| Gas Offices, C. S. SHAPLEY, M.Inst.Gas E., 
M ANUFACTURERS of Gas- Market Hall, ‘M.Inst.Mech.E., M.Inst.F. 


holders, Tanks, Condensers, Purifiers, Leeds, 2. Engineer and General Manager. 


we Washers, and every description of | BB oO G oO gp e os poe 1946, ae 


URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF 
Sole Makers of the “‘P.M’’ semi-water Gas Plant. SPENBOROUGH. 


Telegrams: “‘Blakeleys, Church Fenton.” | PAINTING OF STRUCTURAL STEELWORK OF 
Telephone: Barkston Ash 234 and 235 (Private | IRISH | GASHOLDER FRAMINGS 


$ ENDERS invited f he Pain’ f th 
— cn ll sano Bos sarees 4 B E LG | AN and DUTCG H Bboy a oe of Six Gasholdee Hromines, 
| with Paint provided by the Council. 


OBERT DEMPSTER & SO NS, | Specifications can be obtained from the Office of the 
Rip. ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING | HARRISONS (LONDON) LTD. || Gesworts, Gecvheaton, ~ Joni MunseGes > 


PLANTS, both Horizontal and Vertical. Manu- | Tenders, in the Council’s Envelope, sealed and 
facturers of CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, GAS- pow omar * Tender for —- reg se mag sm a 
HOLDERS Sc. ahoevery descripeionet COAL || Oe? Semen SAME) LONDON, “LG. S| ees ons oe oe Go cnceeed na bee 
and COKE HANDLING PLANT. Telegrams: Telegrams : Telephone: | | Wednesday, July 10, 1946. 


ae Town Hall, D. Coupe, 
“Dem r, Elland.”’ Telephone : Elland neeees, AeeeeR” — Cleckheaton. Clerk of the Council. 


2241, 2242 and 2243. June 13, 1946. 
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COMPANY NOTICES 


THE CROYDON GAS COMPANY. 
OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the REGIS- 





TER OF TRANSFERS in so far as it relates to | - 


PERPETUAL DEBENTURE STOCKS will be 
closed from July 1, 1946, to July 13, 1946, both days 
inclusive. 

The interest for the half-year ending June 30, 1946, | 
will be remitted by Warrant forwarded by post on 
July 13 next to the holders registered on the closing 
of the books or their authorised agents. 

By Order of the Board, 
Chief Offices, W. H. HADDLETON, 
Katharine Street, 


Secretary. 
Croydon. 
June 7, 1946. 


THE GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the TRANS” 
FER BOOKS of this COMPANY so far as they 
relate to CAPITAL STOCKS, will be closed at 4.0 p.m. 
on July 1, 1946, for the half-year ending on June 30, 
1946, and will be re-opened on the morning of August 


1, 1946. 
Chief Office : By Order, 
30, Kensington Church Brian Woop, 
Street, W.8. Secretary. 


June 14, 1946. 


PLANT &c. FOR SALE & WANTED 
*PHone 98 STAINES 

BELLISss High Speed Enclosed Engine, 11 in. Cyl. | 

34 kw. Browett Steam Set, 220 volts D.C. Paxman | 

Marine Boiler, 9 ft. by 5 ft. 6 in., 100 Ib. 7 H.Pp. Modern | 


Crossley Gas Engine. Cylindrical Tanks, 28 ft. by 
6 ft. 6 in. and 28 ft. by 7 ft. | 


Harry H. Garpam & Co., Lrp., STAINEs. | 














OR SALE.—One second-hand GASHOLDER, 

complete with Guides, 1,000 cu. ft. capacity, lying | 

at Dundee. Offers to Expanded Rubber Co., Ltd., 
675, Mitcham Road, Croydon. 


OR SALE.—At Wadhurst Gas Works, Sussex, | 
the following plant in good condition :6 RETORT 
MOUTHPIECES and DOORS 21 in. x 15 in. “D” 
Section, with 6 in. Ascension Pipe Socket Outlets ; 
1 Set 6 in. ASCENSION PIPES for bed of eight 
Retorts ; 1 HYDRAULIC MAIN for bed of eight 
Retorts, with WEIR VALVE and TAR VALVE; 1} 
CAST IRON PURIFIER 8 ft. x 8 ft. x 8 ft., with 
steel cover and Self-Sealing Rubber Joint, complete 
with Runway Joist and Lifting Block, 6 in. Connections | 
and Valves, new, 1935. 


EQUIRED new or second-hand ENGLISH | 
ELECTRIC COMPANY’S (Siemens) 8 C. 
MOTOR, D.C. series wound, totally enclosed 74 H.P. 
540 R.P.M., with Standard Shaft Extension. Apply | 
to: Box No. 9565, “Gas Journal,” 11, Bolt Court, | 
Fleet Street, E.C.4. 


172° in. x 7} in. Boston Type HOLMES 
CONNERSVILLE GAS BOOSTER 14,000 cu. ft. 
per hour, 12 lb. per square inch, driven by Bellis and | 
Marcom 25 H.P. 500 R.P.M. 160 lb. pressure engine 
supplied 1942, unused. Apply : Lintern Trading Co., 
Ltd., Cardiff. 








‘APPOINTMENTS VACANT 





SOLIHULL GAS COMPANY. 


WANTED. GAS FITTERS for residential area. 
Apply, stating Age, Experience and Qualifica- 
tions to: General Manager, Gas Company, Solihull, 
Birmingham. 
DDRAUGHTSMEN Required with Experience in 
Gasholders and Purification Plants ; Staff Super- 
annuation Scheme in operation. 
Age, Qualifications, Experience, &c., to ROBERT DEMP- 
STER & Sons, Ltp., Elland, Yorks. 


DDRAUGHTSMAN wanted, preferably experi- 
enced in Gasholders, but constructional experience 
and adaptability considered. Responsible position 
and good salary for man of ability. Send full par- 
ticulars confidentially to :.Managing Director, Firth 
Blakeley, Ltd., Church Fenton, Yorks. 

Also vacancy for Junior Draughtsman. 








ANTED. FITTING SHOP FOREMAN, cap- 

able of supervising Maintenance and Repair of 

all Gas Works Plant, wage £6 4s. per week. Applica- 

tions, stating Age, Qualifications and Experience with 

References or copies only of Testimonials to be sent by 

July 5, 1946, to: T. W. T. HAMMERTON, Manager and 
Secretary, East Hull Gas Co., St. Mark Street, Hull. 





APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT at Leominster Gas 
Works. Applicants should already have had some 
training and experience in Gas Works, and preferably 
in a modern Horizontal Plant. Salary offered, £300 per 
annum. 


| ESTABLISHED Engineering Company, near 


| APPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint- 


| to one month’s notice on either side, and th» successful | 


| possess experience in the control of Gas Works Plant. 


| Age, Qualifications and Experience and accompanied 


Applications, stating | 





Applications, stating Age, Qualifications, and accom- 
panied by recent Testimonials, should be sent to: 
General Manager, Severn Valley Gas Corporation, 
Ltd., Gas Works, Cheltenham. , 


GAS JOURNAL 


} | 
WORKS MAINTENANCE FITTER wanted, | 


with general Gas Works Experience. Wages | 
£5 10s. per week ‘of 47 hours.—Apply : Fleetwood Gas | 
Company, 168, Lord Street, Fleetwood. | 
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CITY OF STOKE-ON-TRENT. 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 
ASSISTANT DRAUGHTSMAN 


es | 
MPORT FIRM OF TAR DISTILLERS APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 


require GENERAL MANAGER, with practical 
experience of Tar Distillation and Refining of Tar 
Products ; organising ability and progressive outlook. 
State, in confidence, Age, details of Experience, and 
Salary required. Box No. 9564, “‘Gas JOURNAL,” 
11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, E.C.4. 





"TECHNICAL CLERK for Purchasing Depart- 
ment required by Humphreys & Glasgow, Ltd., 
Engineers, 22, Carlisle Place, Victoria, London, S.W.1. 
Age about 30-35. Apply by letter, in first instance, | 

giving full details, Age, Experience, Salary earned. 


Manchester, require the services of a TECHNI- 
CAL ASSISTANT in their Chemical Engineering 
Sales Department. Applicants should be between 25 
and 30 years of age and have had a good engineering | 
training, and possess a knowledge of chemistry. Apply, 
stating Age, Experience, Salary, etc., to Box No. 9,567, 
“* Gas JouRNAL,”’ 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, E.C.4. 


(CHIEF DESIGNER required by Company 

manufacturing Gas Water-heaters in the London 
area. Good knowledge of modern production methods | 
essential. The position is permanent and offers excellent 
prospects to a man with the requisite experience and 
ability. Salary from £1,000 to £1,500 per annum, | 
according to qualifications. Apply in strict confidence 
to: Box No. 9,566, “‘ Gas JouRNAL,” 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C.4. 





MOUNTAIN ASH URBAN DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 


ment of a SENIOR CLERK-STOREKEEPER 

at a salary of £250 per annum, plus the existing cost 
of living bonus of £69 15s. 4d. NR 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions of 

the Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and 


candidate will be required to pass a medical examination. | 
Form of application, and particulars of duties can be 
obtained from Mr. D. T. Puttiips, Gas Engineer and 
Manager, Gasworks, Penrhiwceiber, Glam. 
Completed applications should reach me not 
than July 9, 1946. 


Town Hall, 
Mountain Ash, 
June 4, 1946. 


| 
later 


BERNARD M. MURPHY, 
Clerk of the Council. 


OSWALDTWISTLE URBAN DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


(Gas DEPARTMENT) 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the ition of | 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANT in the 
ment. 

The salary will be £230 to £275, plus War Bonus, at 
present £59 16s. The commencing rate will be fixed 
according to the experience and qualifications of the 
successful candidate. é t 

The person selected will be required to pass a medical 
examination for the p 


Depart- 


¢ of Superannuation. | 
Applicants must be able to carry out routine tests and 


Applications endorsed ‘* Technical Assistant,”’ stating 


by copies of three recent Testimonials to be delivered to 

the undersigned not later than June 22, 1946. 

Town Hall, J. W. Bootn, ¢ 
Oswaldtwistle. Clerk of the Council. 


CITY OF MANCHESTER. 


APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL MANAGER 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 


APPLICATIONS are invited from persons with 
the necessary qualifications and experience for the 
position of GENERAL MANAGER of the Gas 
Undertaking in the City. The salary will be £2,500 
per annum, plus temporary cost of living bonus at 
present £33 16s. per annum. ‘ 

The person appointed will be solely responsible to 
the Gas Committee for the administration of all branches 
of the work of the Gas Undertaking, and will be 
selected for his Administrative, Commercial and 
Technical knowledge and experience of the Gas/| 
Industry. | 

Particulars as to duties, terms and conditions of the | 
appointment and forms of Application can be obtained | 
from me. ' 

Applications on the form provided and endorsed | 
**General Manager, Gas Department,” are to be} 
delivered not later than July 1, 1946. 

Canvassing in any form, oral or written, direct or 
indirect, will be regarded as a disqualification and 
Applications and Testimonials must be sent to me and; 
not to members of the Council. ! 
Town Hall, ¥ Puitip B. DINGLE, 

Manchester. Town Clerk. 

June 7, 1946. | 











JDRAUGHTSMEN experienced in Gasholder | 
design, and Draughtsmen with knowledge of 

Water Gas Plant and general Gasworks Plant design, 

required for Contracting firm. Applications, stating 

Age, Experience, Qualifications and Salary required to : 

to ig rot Wee ** Gas Journal,” 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 
treet, E.C.4. 


| provisions of the 


ASSISTANT DRAUGHTSMAN, at a salary of 

315 per annum, plus war bonus (at present being 

59 16s. per annum), rising by annual increments of 
£15 to a maximum of £360 per annum. 

Applicants should have experience in Engineering, 

Draughtsmanship and Structural work, and it will be 


| an advantage if this has been gained in a Gas Under- 


taking or in a Gas Plant Contractors Drawing Office. 

The appointment is subject to the Local Government 
Superannuation Act, 1937, and the appointment of a 
successful candidate will be subject to his passing a 
satisfactory medical examination. 

Applications, stating Age, Qualifications and Experi- 
ence, and the earliest date on which the applicant could 
be released from his present position to take up a new 
appointment, and accompanied by copies of three recent 

estimonials, must be sent to the undersigned in a 
sealed envelope endorsed ‘‘ Draughtsman,”’ so as to be 
received by not later than July 1, 1946. Canvassing 
either directly or indirectly will be a disqualification. 

Y TAYLOR, 
Town Clerk. 





BOROUGH OF DARWEN, 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 
DEPUTY ENGINEER AND MANAGER 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

DEPUTY ENGINEER and MANAGER at a 
salary in accordance with Grade 4 of the Whitley 
Council Scale of Salaries, £420, rising to £465, plus 
War Bonus (at present approximately £60) or such 
other grade as may be recommended by the Whitley 
Council. 

Applicants should be Chartered Gas Engineers with 
experience in the control of Gas and By-product manu- 
facturing processes, the maintenance of Gas Works’ 
plant, and the control of men. Experience in the 
manufacture of Carburetted Water Gas, Benzole and 
Concentrated Ammonia will be considered an 
advantage. 

Applications, stating Age, Present Position, Ex 
ence and Qualifications, accompanied by copies of not 
more than three recent Testimonials (or three references 
may be given), to be delivered to the undersigned by 
the first post on Monday, June 24, 1946, and should be 
endorsed “‘ Deputy Engineer and Manager.” 

CHARLES Coutts BYERS, 
Town Clerk’s Office, Town Clerk. 
Darwen. 


June 15, 1946. 


ri- 





BOROUGH OF LEIGH. 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 
APPOINTMENT OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANT 


APPLICATIONS are invited from persons not 

being under 30 years of age and possessing the 
necessary qualifications and experience for the appoint- 
ment of TECHNICAL ASSISTANT in the Corpora- 
tion’s Gas D ent. 

Candidates must be thoroughly conversant with the 
control and working of West’s Continuous Verticals, 
C.W.G. Plant, Concentrated Ammonia Liquor Plant, 
Benzole Recovery Plant, and be capable of carrying 
out all routine chemical work, including Benzole and 
Concentrated Liquor Tests. 

Preference will be y= to applicants possessing the 
I.C.E.’s Higher Grade Certificate in Gas Engineering. 

The commencing salary will be at the rate of £390 


| per annum, rising, subject to satisfactory service, by 


annual increments of £15 to £435 per annum, plus War 
Bonus at present amounting to £59 16s. per annum. 

The appointment, which will be subject to the 
Local Government Superannuation 
Act, 1937, and to the successful —— passing 
satisfactorily a medical examination to be conducted by 
the Medical Officer of Health, will be determinable by 
one month’s notice on either side. 

Applications, endorsed ‘“‘ Technical Assistant—Gas 
Department,” stating Age, Qualifications and Experi- 
ence, and whether or not the applicant is subject to the 
Essential Work Orders, accompanied by copies of two 
recent Testimonials, must be delivered to the under- 
signed not later than July 8, 1946. Canvassing directly 
or indirectly will be a disqualification. 

Town Hall, ALBERT JONES, 

Leigh. Town Clerk. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Situations Wanted (prepaid), six lines and 
under (about 36 words), 4/6 per inser- 
tion. Each additional line (about six 
words), 9d. 


Situations Vacant, Plant Wanted and for Sale, 
Contracts, Notices, &c., |/- per line, with 
a minimum of 5/-. Box number charge, 


To ensure insertion, copy for Classified 


Advertisements should be received on 
the Friday preceding publication date. 
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GAMtrology 


The thought for to-morrow, brought to you to-day 
by our Fearless Forecaster.—HORACE COPE. 


June 22—July 22. CANCER—THE CRAB. 


Jupiter sextile and Neptune in the ascendent this week should bring a 
fundamental improvement in the weather along the Lower Hymalayas. 
If this doesn’t interest you it’s your fault for not living along the Lower 
Hymalayas. If you insist on more local forecasting, however, it will be 
fine, (if it doesn’t rain), at Lower Tooting, Chipping Sodbury and 
Auchtermuchty. People born under this sign will find the next few days 
unlucky if they are single and unluckier still if they are married. Family 
finances will cause bother—by the way did your Emily ever give you 
back that half-crown she borrowed last Hogmanay ? 


On a more serious note of advice—the lives of everybody connected with 
gas supply and consumption will be a lot easier if they rely on the long- 
proved safety and accuracy of “A & M” Meters. They are your surest 
protection. 


‘AcM GaS Meters ese 


If every building in which gas is used were pro- 
ee €s vided with Peebles Service Governor the total 
volume of gas saved would help to ease the fuel 


SERVICE GAS GOVERNOR shortage. The consumer would benefit by smaller 


gas bills and get better results from gas cooker, 


benefits bo th fires, light fittings and other appliances, and Gas 


Co.’s would use less coal. 


Consumer and This reduction in gas consumption is effected by 


the elimination of waste through irregular pres- 
sure. Constant, correct pressure so essential to 
Gasworks the efficient operation of gas appliances is secured 
when Peebles Governor is used. Recommend your 
consumers to install Peebles Service Governor. 


Write for list “ Service Governors.” 


PEEBLES & CO. LTD. 
TAY WORKS, BONNINGTON, 
EDINBURGH. 

*phone : "grams : 
Leith 36544 Tangent, Edinburgh 
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GAS BOOSTERS 
& COMPRESSORS. 


Illustrated above are two Turbo Boosters with capacities of 2,000,000 cubic 

feet of gas per hour each. They are direct-coupled to Steam Turbines. 
We have supplied numbers of Steam Turbine and Motor Driven 
Exhausters for Coke Oven Plants; Steam Turbine, Motor and 
Gas Engine Driven Gas Boosters and Rotary Compressors for 
Transmission and Distribution Purposes; Portable Compressor 
Units for Breaking up Roadways with Pneumatic Picks for 
Laying Gas Mains, and for Caulking and testing Pipe Lines; 
and Turbo Blowers for Water Gas Plants. If you send us par- 
ticulars of your requirements we will quote you for suitable plant. 


Write to Dept. “J” for illustrated 
pamphlets, giving full particulars 
of our manufactures. 


REAVELL 


& Co., Ltd., 


IPSWICH. 


" okt Telegrams: ‘‘REAVELL, IPSWICH.” 
otary-Gas Compressor. . 
120,000 cu.ft. per hour. Telephone: 2124 & 2125 IPSWICH 





DEMANDS ON THE 
GAS INDUSTRY 


are heavy in meeting the 
_ need for “heat on tap,”’ liquid 
fuels and numerous by-pro- 
ducts. Instrumental equip- 
ment has become of para- 
mount importance. Specific 
gravity and other factors 
must be tested and recorded 
so that effective control can 
be maintained. 


INSTRUMENTS 


WRIGHT’S 
STAND READY AT YOUR SERVICE 


GAS JOURNAL 





ALEXANDER 


WRIG HT. Co. LTD. 


| WESTMINSTER PALACE GARDENS, ARTILLERY ROW, 


VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. | 


Phone : ABBey 2207 Grams : Precision, Sowest, London, 
Works address (for Goods and Empties) 28, High Street, Tooting, $.W.17. 
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Modern [ndustria/l Practice 
WILKES x. APPLIANCES 


Va RIABLE, low pressure patent 


Gas @ Ar Insecrors 


Provide INSTANTANEOUS Boles I MEN T 


for subnormal pressures 


WILKES patent Gas andA'r 
a pe solve the problem 
varying gas pressures. 
Made in six sizes for }-in. 
to 2-in. burner connec- 
tions, the consumption 
range is 15 to 250 C.F.P.H. 
In B3005, illustrated, the 
smaller milled ring controls 
the gas volume, and the 
larger (split) milled ring 
controls the air supply. 


AH.WILKES & CO. 


A subsidiary of Willlam AHday & Co. 
38 G. J. PARADISE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, I 


Telephone: Midland 4804/5/6 Telegrams : Yadall, Birmingham 


Help consumers to keep their 
OWN cookers raenpti 


STOCK KLEENOFF 
IN YOUR 
SHOWROOMS 


Price Unchanged 
per large tin, retail 


aCexsyavoyum 10° 


Supplied i d d 
The cooker cleaner | «ib a © 


14-Ib. tins extra strong for 
use in Stove Shops 


THE KLEENOFF Co., 33, St. Mary-at-Hill, LONDON, E.C. 3 
(Proprietors : Bate & Church, Ltd.) Phone: Man. 1156 
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How employers 
can find 
the right executives 


ged employers will remember the tragic waste of talent 
and ability that resulted from the scramble for employ- 
ment after the 1914-18 war. 


But this time the Government has taken steps to see that talent 
and ability are not wasted. A free, nation-wide appointments 
service makes it easy for employers to select just the m€n and 
women they need for executive, managerial or administrative 
posts. 


Among the thousands now being released every week from 
the Forces or from war industry are numbers of qualified and 
experienced men and women with the capacity for responsible 
jobs. And with them, younger men of high promise — often 
with little or no pre-war experience of business or industry, but 
with qualities of initiative and judgment developed and tested 
in the Forces. 


MATCHING MEN WITH JOBS 


The service works through thirteen Regional Appointments 
Offices, where candidates for responsible posts—men and 
women from civilian employment as well as from the Services — 
are interviewed, classified and registered. All who are without 
previous experience in their chosen field are assessed and 
** screened’ by modern, tested methods to discover their 
special aptitudes and potentialities. 


| | 5 


| Mi i 


so 55 Ss 


The result is that the employer seeking a man to fill a certain 
post — or to train for it—can draw on the whole country if 
need be; and he is spared many useless interviews, since 
suitable candidates only are submitted for his choice. 


The purpose of the Appointments Offices is NOT to find jobs 
for all applicants, regardless of ability; but to see that those who 
have ability get the chance to show it, and to offer employers 
the choice of the best men available for responsible posts. 


Since VE-day, more than 30,000 responsible positions have 
thus been successfully filled. Whatever your needs for 
experienced or potential executives, you would be well advised 
to get in touch with your Regional Appointments Office. 


Most probably the man you are seeking is already on the 
register of one of the Appointments Offices — or will be when his 
release group is reached. In any case the Appointments Offices 
will spare no efforts to help you find him. 


TRAINING SCHEMES 


Even if your need for staff is still some months ahead, you 
will be interested in the training schemes by which promising 
candidates are being assisted to complete their professional or 
technical education, or to take courses in business administration. 


Write, telephone or call. The Regional Appoint- 
ments Offices are in the following towns :— 


LonpDon: 1-6 Tavistock Square, W.C.1 

CAMBRIDGE: 5 Salisbury Villas, Station Road 

READING: 23 Valpy Street 

Bristo.: Lyndale Hotel, Berkeley Square 

BIRMINGHAM : 239 Broad Street 

NOTTINGHAM: Commerce Chambers, Upper Par- 
liament Street 

Leeps: Greek Street Chambers, Greek Street 

MANCHESTER: Commercial Chambers, 47 Corpora- 
tion Street 

LIVERPOOL: Cotton Exchange, Bixteth Street 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: 153 Barras Bridge 

EpinsurRGH: 5 Rothesay Terrace 

GtasGow: 450 Sauchiehall Street 


THE SEVEN-YEAR GAP. Employers trying to make up for the 
lost years, when they could not recruit promising young men to train for 
executive jobs, are finding the Appointments Offices a valuable source of 
* material.” 


The above chart represents the staff structure of a typical engineering 
firm. In grey : men called away. In black : the war-time staff, reserved 
or unfit. In stripes : the 20-27 age gap now left, even after reinstatement 
of pre-war employees, 

Unfilled, this gap will mean a dangerous staff shortage, in ten years’ 
time, of the 30-37’s ; in twenty years’ time, of the 40-47’s. It can be 
filled only by men between 20 and 27 returning to civil life. Most of 
those of executive calibre are applying, on release, to the Appointments 
Offices. That is where employers are finding the talent they want. 


CarpiFF: 8 Cathedral Road 


A General Manager’s 
Appreciation 


The following extract from a letter written by the 
General Manager of a large engineering works is 
typical of scores of expressions of appreciation 
received : 

“All the six applicants whose names you sent to me 
were interviewed. May I say that I was impressed by 
the consistent high standard of the applicants, and that 
it was with very great difficulty that a choice was made.” 


Issued by the Appointments Department, Ministry of Labour and National Service, St. James’s Square, London, S.W.1 
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Easily and quickly installed units for warming workshops, etc. 


Above: A large workshop 
warmed by “KB” Gas-fired 
Unit Heaters. Inset : Close-up 
of one of the units. Each 
unit consists of screen-pro- 
tected gas burners combined 
with an electric circulating 
fan, and a louvred casing 
which throws the warmed air 
in the direction desired. The 


The unit can be supplied i 

without louvres, when it WKEITHN 

discharges the warmed air TN 

with a rotatory effect. . at “4 BLACK . 
Write for Catalogue eet NET Oe ( LTD. | 


No. V-I8!. est : MILL MEAD ROAD, 
ee wanes \ LONDON, N 17. / 
“PHONE. TOTTENHAM 4522 

"GRAMS :_KEITHBLAC, PHONE, LONDON.” 


CAS METERS 


for 


INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
O any capacity required. 


wen 
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DO YOU KNOW 


about this speedy development 
of Britain's gas mains? 


From Board of Trade returns we see that 
there were, in 1922, sufficient gas mains 
in Britain to girdle the earth just over one 
_and a half times — and, fifteen years later, 
sufficient to girdle the earth TWO and a 
half times ! 

Progress indeed—duly recorded in 
other ways, of course, by the meters of 
W. & B. Cowan. 


® @ 
INCORPORATED IN PARKINSON & COWAN (GAS METERS) LTD. 


FITZALAN STREET WORKS, KENNINGTON ROAD, LONDON 
Branches at 

MANCHESTER - NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE - GLASGOW 

Manufacturers of all types of quality appliances for 


the measurement and pressure control of Coal Gas 
C.M.C.18 
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THE BvC DUAL-PURPOSE GAS WORKS MODEL 


The B.V.C. Dual-Purpose Gas Works 
Model is a very efficient mobile unit, 
with water-cooled container for the 
removal of hot dust from the tops of 
retorts. Can be used for general clean- 
ing by either one or two operators. 


MAIN RECEIVER WITH WATER~ COOLED CONTAINER DUST FILTER 


We shall be pleased to send you full 
information on request. 


B.V.C. Flue Dust Removal Plant 
Equipment is used by: The Gas Light & 
Coke Co. (Beckton, Nine Elms, Southall 
and Brentford). The Birmingham Cor- 
poration Gas Co. The Cardiff Gas Co. 
The Birkenhead Gas Department. The 
Commercial Gas Co. The Reading Gas 
Co., etc., etc. 


For Particulars apply Dept. GJ/2. 


THE BRITISH VACUUM CLEANER & ENGINEERING CO. LTD. fonney puone: asureap sec 


Head Office and Works: LEATHERHEAD, SURREY. Telegrams: VACUUMISER, PHONE, LEATHERHEAD 


CLAYTON 


SON & Co.Ltp. 
i a oe BS 


BOILERS 


LANCASHIRE 
CORNISH 
HOPWOOD 

RILEY MULTITUBULAR 

WASTE HEAT 

ee) Te ite 
CLAYTON VERTICAL 


CROSS-TUBE BOILERS VERTICAL BOILER on TEST 5-6"x 2:6" 50O!bs. sue3sus 
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